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Blood crisis 
warning as 
donations 
set to drop 
in busy 2012 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

HEALTH chiefs fear a “perfect storm” of 
bank holidays and sporting events could 
spark a crisis in blood donation levels in 
Kent during 2012. 

The NHS Blood and Transplant serv¬ 
ice points to statistics which show 93 
per cent of donors give blood during the 
working week - but that when there 
are big sporting events or a string of 
bank holidays, the number of donations 
slump dramatically. 

The bank holidays around Easter and 
the royal wedding week in 2011 result¬ 
ed in 3,500 fewer donations. 

Now health chiefs fear the London 
2012 Olympic Games, football’s Euro 
2012 tournament, and the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee bank holiday could hit 
much-needed supplies. 

Jon Latham, NHSBT assistant direc¬ 


tor, said: “2012 is going to be an excit¬ 
ing year for the UK but we’re concerned 
the cluster of major events could dra¬ 
matically impact the number of blood 
donations coming in. 

“Approximately two million units 
of blood will be needed by hospitals 
throughout 2012, and the equivalent 
of 500 extra donations will be needed 
each week in the first six months to help 
us build blood stocks and cover extra 
potential need from Olympic visitors. 

“We’re calling on the public to make 
regular blood donation a New Year’s 
resolution. Whether you’ve never do¬ 
nated before or haven’t done for a while 
please book your appointment and help 
save lives in 2012.” 

Last summer, the combination of 
Andy Murray playing in the Wimble¬ 
don semi-final, the quarter-final of the 

Continued on page 2 



EYE OF THE TIGER 


STOP THE FARMS: Campaigner sets his sights on the magnificent animals SEE INSIDE 


CRIME 

Car crash con 
gang are jailed 

A DOZEN men have been 
jailed for a 'crash for cash’ 
scam where car collisions are 
staged to make bogus claims 
on insurance policies. The plot 
targeted innocent motorists as 
tricksters looked to make more 
than £235,000 in insurance 
claims. The gang were caught 
on camera on the A2. PAGE 5 


RETAIL 

Stores cash in 
as sales start 

WE may be in the icy grip of 
economic doom and gloom, but 
it didn’t stop crowds flocking 
to the county's major retail 
outlets as the sales got under 
way on Boxing Day. Shop¬ 
ping complex Bluewater had 
people queuing from 2.30am 
in a record-breaking day of 
spending. PAGE 2 


REVIEW 

The highs and 
lows of 2011 

REFLECT on the last 12 
months across Kent and 
Medway in our special news 
and sport reviews of the year 
inside today's paper. From 
royal visits to airports, to plush 
new galleries and theatres we 
Look back on 2011. And in our 
sports pages we review a busy 
year for our athletes. PAGE 15 
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heavy. Windy, but very mild. Max temp 
10-13C (50-55F). TONIGHT: Heavy rain, 
clearing later. Min temp 3-6C (37-43F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 03.45 6,0 16,21 5.5 


Margate 04.38 4.3 17.21 4.0 

St Mary’s 09.41 4.7 22.09 4.4 
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HEALTH 

Plea for blood as donations expected to drop 


Continued from front page 

football World Cup and warm, 
sunny weather, saw 851 less 
donations in just one day over 
the previous year - a 12 per 
cent drop. 

A significant drop in dona¬ 
tions could have a massive im¬ 
pact on the thousands of people 
in England who require blood. 
Blood ‘products’ are not just for 


road traffic accidents, they are 
used to treat people with can¬ 
cer, rheumatoid arthritis, sickle 
cell disease, for new mums and 
babies, and during surgery. 

Earlier in December, blood 
donors from across Kent at¬ 
tended an awards ceremony 
in Bexleyheath to mark giving 
enough blood to save almost 
20,000 lives. 

The ceremony honoured 


long-serving blood donors 
who had donated blood on at 
least 75 occasions, with 20 of 
the lifesavers commended for 
reaching the 100 donation 
milestone. 

Between them, the donors 
have given more than 6,600 
units of blood, the equivalent 
of almost 5,500 pints. 

Singer Sophie Ellis-Bextor 
who is backing the campaign 


said: “NHS Blood and Trans¬ 
plant needs 230,000 new 
blood donors every year to 
make sure blood stock levels 
are maintained. 

“I gave blood for the first time 
this year and plan on becoming 
a regular donor. It’s free, you’ll 
save lives, and it’s a resolution 
you’ll actually want to keep.” 

Anyone wanting to donate 
for the first time should be aged 


between 17-65, weighing at 
least 50kg (7st and 121bs) and 
in general good health. 

If you’ve donated before, you 
can start again up to your 70th 
birthday and there is no upper 
age limit for donors who have 
donated in the last two years. 

To book an appointment call 
the Donor Line on 0300 123 
23 23 or visit the website at 
www.blood.co.uk. 


SHOPPING 

Christmas Day barely over as stores 
cash in on shoppers hit by sales fever 



By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosimedia.co.uk 

SHOPPERS started queuing from 
2.30am on Boxing Day in a bid to grab 
a bargain as Bluewater shopping com¬ 
plex declared a record-breaking rush to 
the sales. 

The centre was expecting more than 
900,000 people through its doors this 
week for what is traditionally its busiest 
time of year. 

Retail manager James Waugh said: 
“Boxing Day was more successful than 
we anticipated. Many stores achieved 
their best-ever levels of spend.” 

And it was a trend reflected across the 
county as shops looked to end a difficult 
year with the sound of cash tills ringing. 

Tom Price, manager of Thanet’s 
Westwood Cross centre, explained: 
“This time of year is vital - but it’s a 
double-edged sword. One reason prices 
are cut is to drive sales, but also to liqui¬ 
date heavy stocks. 

“If everything follows the pattern of 
the last two years since the recession 
started, people have been increasingly 
saving money for the sales. 

“They have one week to cash in. We 
get beyond January 2 and it’s over with 
the children back to school. 

“It’s like a firework - it all takes off 
and then it’s gone. There are great deals 


on offer. Cuts are deep because retailers 
have a lot of stock to move. 

“It’s seen as a last opportunity be¬ 
cause things will be very quiet in the 
rest of January and February.” 


Lloyd Wright is centre manager at 
Fremlin Walk in Maidstone. He said: 
“Before Christmas there was some doubt 
about an official sale as many stores had 
pre-Christmas sales. 


“We normally expect the first week of 
January to be busy but there were a lot 
of pre-Christmas sales so it remains to 
be seen how they are able to keep inter¬ 
est up.” 

Manager of Ashford’s County Square 
shopping centre, Frances Burt, added: 
“I was speaking with shoppers be¬ 
fore Christmas and many were telling 
me they were holding money back for 
this time. 

“They said they were going to give 
their friends and family cash and say 
‘take this money and get yourself a nice 
Christmas present’. 

“We have been busy and hope it will 
continue. This is a vital time for shops.” 

In Chatham, Martyn Stone is the cen¬ 
tre director of the Pentagon. 

He said: “As competition has in¬ 
tensified on the high street and retail¬ 
ers across the country have found 
themselves in a difficult trading envi¬ 
ronment over recent years, heavy dis¬ 
counting and pre-Christmas sales are 
a common sight. However, sales after 
Christmas Day are still a massive part of 
the retail calendar.” 

Consumer group Which? said 10 per 
cent of Kent shoppers had held back 
Christmas cash to spend at the sales. 
Plus 60 per cent have long been plan¬ 
ning their sales attack for Boxing Day 
and beyond. 
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Night flights vital for airport’s 
future, claim business chiefs 


BUSINESS Leaders in Thanet have demanded 
that night flights be given the go ahead at Man- 
ston airport in order to attract passenger airlines 
after Flybe confirmed it was to scrap its service 
to Edinburgh in March. 

The firm said the route was not proving finan¬ 
cially viable - thus delivering the latest blow to 
the terminal as it looks to establish itself within 
the mass market. 

David Foley from Thanet and East Kent 
Chamber of Commerce said: “Flybe has been a 
very good user at Manston and has brought in 
a new dimension but it is not the only airline in 
the world. If we can get an international carrier 
in then that will dwarf the few domestic flights 
Flybe operated." 

Flybe also cancelled its Manchester service 
from the airport last year. In 2005, budget airline 
EUjet launched a host of services at Manston, 
but they collapsed due to a lack of demand. 

The airport's owner Infratil has put in an 
application to Thanet council for more flights 
between 11pm and 7am. It says by 2018 they 
would average around 3.2 flights per night, but 
campaign groups are opposed to the idea. 

Mr Foley argued airport expansion should 
be given the go ahead because it offered 
Thanet the best employment opportunities in 


the medium term. He said: "The airport says 
it will deliver 3,000 jobs by 2018. The increase 
in air passenger duty is not good for airlines but 
it does put a greater emphasis on airports that 
can serve northern European hub airports. 

"Manston is in a wonderful position to do that. 

"Infratil is a very different company from 
EUjet. It has deeper pockets. It has pumped 
around £40m into Manston. It has been a benign 
investor in the best sense of the word. It is in the 
best position to plan its future strategy." 

Manston airport chief executive Charles 
Buchanan said: "The decision by Flybe reinforces 
the need for the airport’s proposals for limited 
and managed scheduled night-time flights 
to be agreed with Thanet District Council 
in order to compete with other national and 
regional airports." 

Thanet council leader Cllr Clive Hart, said: 
"This is obviously disappointing news and will 
have an impact on the east Kent economy, but in 
the current economic climate, we can under¬ 
stand Flybe’s decision. 

"As we have made clear, the council will be 
consulting local people on the issue of night 
flights in the New Year." 

■ For all the very latest news and sport 
headlines go to www.yourthanet.co.uk. 


** Reliant Robin’s return 

RELIANT Robins are staging an unlikely come¬ 
back - with Kent one of the hot-spots for the 
old-style three-wheelers. 

The chariot of choice for Only Fools and 
Horses stars Del and Rodney, latest research 
has revealed Kent is second in the country for 
the number of Robins and its sister model the 
Reliant Regal Supervan in the country. 

There are 1,852 on the county’s roads -10 
years after production stopped. 

^Scrotum blow for ace 

GILLINGHAM footballer Chris Whelpdale is 
recovering after a tackle split his scrotum open 
during the team’s League Two win away at 
table-toppers Crawley on Monday. 

Club manager Andy Hessenthaler said: 

"He's probably going to have five stitches in his 
testicles, believe it or not. It's ripped his testicles 
open. It's a horrific injury and I'm sure his wife 
won't be too happy either." He was set to have 
to miss Friday’s game at Dagenham. 

Comic unveils plaque 

POORLY comic Dave Lee made an emotional 
return to Canterbury’s new Marlowe Theatre to 
unveil a dressing room plaque to commemorate 
his 1,000th performance at the theatre - an 
achievement he chalked up in January 2009. 

Ill health forced the popular funnyman to pull¬ 
out of this year’s pantomime - Cinderella - just 
weeks before the curtain went up on the show 
at the state-of-the-art new venue. 

Mr Lee said: “I do miss not being in panto¬ 
mime, but I'm glad to be back to see my dress¬ 
ing room plaque." 


ANIMAL WELFARE 

Gurkha campaigner vows to help 
plight of tigers trapped in ‘farms’ 


TRANSPORT 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hill@archant.co.uk 

HE’S helped Gurkhas settle in 
the UK, put pressure on the 
Government to stall price hikes 
for petrol, and now campaigner 
Peter Carroll has set his sights 
on the plight of the tiger. 

Mr Carroll, from Folkestone, 
will be spearheading a push to 
get “battery farm” tiger farms 
in China closed down after 
being approached by famous 
wildlife artist and conserva¬ 
tionist David Shepherd. 

Mr Carroll explained: “People 
don’t realise there are things 
called tiger farms. These places 
are like battery hen farms. 

“There are rows of wire and 
concrete floors. Tigers are 
forced to breed quicker than 
they would in the wild and the 
cubs are taken from their moth¬ 
er at a young age. It is a horrid 
and revolting situation.” 

They are then killed to fuel 
the demand for a host of tiger- 
related products. 

Mr Carroll added: “The farms 
stimulate the demand for skins 
and ridiculous products like ti¬ 
ger wine that is made up from 
the animal’s crushed bones. 

“The poachers see the demand 
and then just shoot a tiger in the 
wild because they don’t want to 
bother to farm them. A cost of a 


bullet compared to a tiger farm is 
nothing.” 

Explaining his involve¬ 
ment in the foundation, he 
said: “The campaign is part of 
the work carried out by David 
Shepherd’s wildlife foundation. 
He had seen what I had done 
for the Gurkhas and asked if I 
would be able to do the same 
for the tiger. 

“He is 80 now but he said 
he wanted to think that eve¬ 
rything that could be done to 
save the tiger would be done 
before he dies.” 

Mr Carroll, who began the 
Gurkha Justice Campaign - re¬ 
cruiting Absolutely Fabulous 
actress Joanna Lumley as its 
high-profile figurehead - is now 
concentrating his efforts to get 
the farms closed for good. 

The farms, say campaigners, 
endanger the few remaining 
animals left in the wild. 

Mr Carroll, who previously 
ran a haulage business, also 
began Fair Fuel UK to lobby for 
lower fuel pump prices. He has 
brought in many well-known 
names to help raise awareness 
of tiger farms, including Ms 
Lumley, Ricky Gervais, Stephen 
Fry and model Sam Fox. 

China’s Premier Wen Jaibao 
has said the country will back 
policies to save the wild tiger 
but the country tolerates a 


trade in products from tigers 
bred in captivity. 

Mr Carroll said: “We believe 
the biggest farm may have as 
many as a couple of thousand 
tigers, but it is hard to get infor¬ 
mation. Cliina has said they will 
allow a licensed trade in skins as 
long as they are not wild. 

“The trouble is they are not 
open and there is no informa¬ 
tion about how the registration 
scheme might work. 


AT RISK: 

There are 
now very 
few tigers 
remaining 
in the wild 


“It is an awful scheme any¬ 
way. No one should be trading 
in tiger products. It keeps the 
trade going and it is a smoke 
screen for poaching.” 

Visit www.tigertime.info to 
find out more and sign up. 
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CRIME 

Innocent motorists the 
unsuspecting victims in 
‘cash for crash’ gang’s 
£235k insurance scam 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

A DOZEN men have been jailed for a ‘crash for 
cash’ scam where car collisions are staged to 
make bogus claims on insurance policies. 

The plot targeted innocent motorists in Kent and 
Essex, with two ‘crashes’ taking place in the 
county on March 8. 

One was filmed by police at the slip road onto 
the A2 at Dartford Heath, near Bexleyheath. It 
involved gang members driving eight times around 
the same roundabout to identify a potential target. 

Southwark Crown Court was told an investi¬ 
gation was launched by the Traffic Crime Team, 
in January. 

A gang, based in north east London, circled 
busy roundabouts identifying victims and forcing 
them to crash into their car in a nearby road. 

Typically they would use two vehicles, a 
‘decoy’ car and a second car, both of which 
contained their own people, the court was told. 

Once a victim safely left a roundabout, the de¬ 
coy car would induce a crash by making a last- 
minute manoeuvre in front of the second car. 


This caused it to brake heavily resulting in the 
car behind, driven by an innocent member of 
the public, to crash into the second car. 

The decoy car that caused the collisions al¬ 
ways left the scene without stopping. This meant 
the innocent motorist was unable to see the ‘at 
fault car’ and left them swapping details with the 
passengers of the second car who would pretend 
to be victims of the crash. 

The driver and passengers of the second vehi¬ 
cle would then try to claim large amounts of 
money from the insurance company for injury 
and hired replacement vehicles. 

Ringleader Shahzada Fahad, 24, of Woodford 
Green, often drove the decoy car. Others either 
supplied their own vehicles or allowed their de¬ 
tails to be used by ‘passengers’ in the second car 
in return for a modest sum. Some were actually 
in the car at the time, others just submitted 
claims saying they were. 

The court heard if all the claims had been suc¬ 
cessful, it would have lead to insurances losses of 
around £235,000. 

All the men were all charged with conspiracy 
to defraud insurance companies. Eleven admit- 


EXPLORATION 

Felicity’s white Christmas on her 
1,000 mile solo Antarctica mission 



TOUGH LOVE: Felicity Aston is crossing Antarctica 


ADVENTURER Felicity Aston 
spent Christmas Day strug¬ 
gling against temperatures of 
-30C after passing the halfway 
point in an epic bid to become 
the first woman to traverse 
Antarctica using only a pair of 
skis. 

She reached the South Pole 
in the week leading up to 
Christmas - and with it the 
halfway point of the 1,062-mile 
trek, which she hopes to 
complete in 70 days. 

To make the challenge more 
impressive, she is doing the trip 
solo. 

Ms Aston, 33, from Birching- 
ton, near Margate, got off to a 
bad start, though, when bad 
weather caused a 10-day delay. 

She set off on her trek on 
November 25 from the Ross 
Ice Shelf, after jetting in from 
Argentina. Pulling two sledges 
with supplies, she reached the 
US research station at the 
geographic South Pole on 
December 20. 

She said: “When the plane 
disappeared and Left me on the 
wrong side of Antarctica all by 
myself with two Little sledges, 
it really hit me that I'm comp¬ 
letely responsible for myself. 


"It's just you. You have to sort 
out your problems, and that 
makes you feel vulnerable. 

"Although the South Pole 
operates on New Zealand 
time, you can really pick your 
own time zone because the 
sun never rises or sets. 

"It just goes round in a big 
circle in the sky. You can easily 
Lose track of time." 

She is keeping her followers 
up-to-date with regular 


progress reports on social 
networking website Twitter. 

One update read: "Yesterday 
was the first day I didn't burst 
into tears at any point. Must 
mean I’m getting used to this 
finally?" 

Ms Aston is no stranger to 
the territory - she Led an all- 
female team to the South Pole 
Last year, but has gone back to 
do it all alone and cross the 
entire continent. 



FLAWED: Police filmed one of the set-up crashes 


ted the charges and one was found guilty. 

Det Supt John Hollands said: “This organised 
criminal network had absolutely no regard for 
their victims; old or young - it was whoever was 
most convenient at that time. 

“They became quite skilled at locating their 
victims, circling roundabouts like hawks to find 
them and submitting false claims. Thankfully, 
our detectives have put a stop to their dangerous 
and fraudulent activities. 

“Unfortunately my team continuously inves¬ 
tigate this sort of crime and that’s why it’s so im¬ 
portant people are aware of it. 

“If you are involved in a collision involving two 
other vehicles and the vehicle that caused the col¬ 
lision mysteriously disappears, be suspicious. 

“Do take photographs on a camera or a mobile 
phone of damage caused, the drivers and occu¬ 
pants of the vehicles involved, but do not put 
yourself at risk to this.” 

The defendants, ranging in age between 24 
and 42, received sentences between almost three 
years and 12 months, suspended for two years. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dog jammed in a pipe 

A DOG which got stuck after exploring a con¬ 
crete pipe on Christmas Day had to be rescued 
by a specialist emergency team. 

Fire crews were called at around 7pm to Bul- 
Len Lane, East Peckham, after reports the male 
terrier was jammed in the pipe. They summoned 
specialists from the Urban Search and Rescue 
team who used snake-eye cameras and micro¬ 
phones designed to detect small noises caused 
by movement. The dog was found unhurt. 

^ Sheep death arrests 

FOUR people have been arrested after 15 
sheep were found dead and injured in a field in 
Wrotham, on Friday, December 16, after being 
run over by a car. The four, aged 24, 21,19, and 
15 are from St Pauls Cray and were arrested in 
Bromley. The 24-year-old man has been ‘techni¬ 
cally’ bailed on suspicion of criminal damage 
until January 13, 2012, though he will remain 
in custody. The other men were remanded in 
custody by Bromley magistrates. 

**Hot tub gets pinched 

CROOKS have pinched a swanky £9,150 hot 
tub, which came complete with built-in music 
system, from a house near Canterbury - cutting 
down two trees to reach it. 

The tub in Patrixbourne was so heavy when 
it was installed in November, 2010, it had to be 
Lifted over a boundary fence by a crane. It was 
swiped sometime between 9am on December 6 
and 2pm on December 8. 
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DANCE 

Come along to 
ballet event 

ANGELINA Ballerina will be 
twirling her way into Tunbridge 
Wells next week as a pop-up 
store touches down at Royal 
Victoria Place. 

Hosted by the Angelina 
Ballerina Dance Academy, a 
pop-up dance studio will give 
shoppers the chance to put 
down their bags and show off 
some moves. 

Lessons will be led by local 
teacher Jo Christie who runs 
the academy's classes in 
Crowborough and Heathfield. 

The studio will be in the 
shopping complex between 
11am and 4pm on January 7 
and 8. The special guest will be 
Angelina herself. 


CRIME 

Dogs are ready to 
join police patrols 


COMING on the tail of an ap¬ 
peal for puppies to be trained 
as police dogs, five dogs have 
now ‘passed out’, and are on 
the scent of new crimes. 

The animals successfully 
completed an intensive 13- 
week training programme. 

The German Shepherds and 
their police officer handlers ap¬ 
peared before friends and fam¬ 
ily during a special ceremony 
at the Essex Police dog unit in 
Sandon, Chelmsford. 

Among them was PC Andy 
Hill and his new dog Frank. 

He is the first officer from 
Kent Police to train with Es¬ 
sex Police Dog Unit as a result 
of the Memorandum of Under¬ 
standing for canine resources. 

This is an agreement be¬ 
tween the forces which states 
that either force can train offic¬ 
ers on behalf of the other. 

The officer said: “I have been 
a dog-handler for 14 years and 
this is my fourth basic course. 
It has been a great opportunity 
to see how another force trains. 
I have also learnt a lot of new 



things and shared ideas that 
we practice in Kent. ” 

The 19-year veteran based 
at Stockbury, covers the new 
Northern Division, taking 
in North Kent, Medway and 
Swale. He has also previously 
worked on several operations 
in Essex, as well as the V music 
festivals with his passive drugs 
dog Storm, a yellow Labrador. 

The other four young dogs 
paired with Essex Police han¬ 
dlers are the first litter from the 
force’s breeding programme 
launched last year. 

During the coming weeks 
each of the police dog and han¬ 
dler teams will become opera¬ 
tional, making their mark on 
divisions in both Kent and Es¬ 
sex to help combat crime. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS, JANUARY-MARCH 2012 

THE DRIFTERS 

Save the last dance for me - Saturday night at the movies 
- Under the boardwalk. Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday 21 st January ♦ TICKETS £ 14.50 

SHOWADDYWADDY 

Three steps to heaven - Under the moon of love - Heartbeat. 

Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday I Ith February ♦ TICKETS £15.00 

CHRIS BARBER & HIS BIG BAND 

Sunday 19th February ♦ £29.50 including 3 COURSE LUNCH 

CABARET NIGHT 

A great night's entertainment 
Saturday 3rd March 
2 COURSE DINNER, 

NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE ACT, 

COMEDIAN GEORGE SAUNDERS, 

THE FABULOUS BAND “ACCOLADE” 

TICKETS £ I 7.50, £20.00, £25.00 or entry to bar only (no meal) £9.00 

THE REAL THING 

You to me are everything - Can't get by without you 
-Whenever you want my love. Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday 17th March ♦ TICKETS £14.50 
The Drifters, Showaddywaddy &The Real Thing are non seated events. 
For more information on any of the above events or to book please 
phone 01892 515532. High Rocks, High Rocks Lane, 
TYinbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9JJ. www.highrocks.co.uk 


. UJinter Sale * * 

fl range of top quality furniture by leading manufacturers at very attractive prices 


Myer’s 

Saturn 

Flexistore 

Double Bed 

4 Drawer Set 

• Luxurious 
pillow-soft 
quilted 
mattress 

• Silver-dry® for 
freshness and 
hygiene 

• High quality 
Belgium 
Damask 


Previous 
Price £599 
now only 

£299 



SCIarkes 

■HM The Bed Experts 

Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 

www.clarkesfurnshers.co.uk 



our price 

£699 


Store Closed 21st - 26th December 
Winter sale starts 27 th December 2011 
Open New Years Day & Bank Holidays 

Some offers end Sunday 8 th January 


HMRZING SAVINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE 
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VISIT OUR MASSIVE SHOWROOM “ 

LARGE RANGE OF BATHROOM SUITES ON DISPLAY h^t 10311023 
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News 


CONSERVATION 

2,000 new apple trees will 
keep fruit collection fresh 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hill@archantco.uk 

WORK has begun on replant¬ 
ing the largest collection of ap¬ 
ple trees in the world. 

More than 2,000 trees are 
being replaced at the National 
Fruit Collection at Brogdale, 
near Faversham. 

The task, which takes place 
every 25 years, is undertaken 
to ensure the continuing health 
of the fruit trees. 

Tim Biddlecombe managing 
director of the Farm Advisory 
Services Team (FAST) which 
collates the collection said: 
“This is a mammoth undertak¬ 
ing which we have been plan¬ 
ning for over two years. 

“It will see two trees for every 
variety planted and recorded. 
The existing collection is over 3 5 
years old and needed replanting 
to ensure we have the correct 
varieties and preserve the health 
and quality of the trees. 

“If we were to leave the trees 
they would become increasing¬ 
ly prone to pests and disease. 
Commercial fruit growers take 



DIGGING IN: A major planting 
programme is on at Brogdale 

a similar approach but they 
typically replant every 15 to 20 
years. The old trees will be kept 
until we can be certain the new 
ones are true to type.” 

Brogdale is owned by Defra 
and run by the University of 
Reading. The collection also in¬ 
cludes hundreds of pear, cher¬ 
ry and plum trees along with 
vines and cobnuts. It is part of 
an international programme to 
protect the genetics of varieties 
of fruit trees for the future. 

The new trees have been 
grown by a professional nurs¬ 
ery using graft wood selected 


from the existing collection. 

Mr Biddlecombe said: “If 
the weather holds it will take 
a team of four people about 
a fortnight to plant the trees 
when work commences in ear¬ 
nest in early January. Winter is 
the best time to plant fruit trees 
and hopefully the good soil 
conditions we have at the mo¬ 
ment will last into January.” 

Guided tours of the old trees 
will continue for visitors while 
the replanting programme 
takes place and the new trees 
get established. 

Bernie Cranlield, marketing 
manager at Brogdale said: “The 
current apple collection will 
remain in place for a number 
of years and will continue to 
be open to the public from 
the spring. 

“Guided tours of the new 
collection will take place next 
year and visitors will be able to 
see this fabulous collection of 
heritage British varieties, which 
date back to medieval times, and 
apples from around the world.” 
■ For more news and sport 
see www.yourswale.co.uk. 


DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD 


Bring a warm front into your home this winter 
with our range of bespoke windows, 
doors, conservatories and orangeries 







MASSIVE 

CLEARANCE 

SALE 

PVCu WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 

FROM COO* 
ONLY CVV 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 

*Terms & conditions apply 


To add style and value to your home call 
0800 195 0000 for a free quotation 


E^lephant 


or visit the showroom at 
Newington Road, Ramsgate, 
Kent CT12 6PP 

www.elephantwindows.co.uk 
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nualplKt 


New Valplast flexible 
dentures. Flexibility, 
combined with strength and 
light weight provides 
comfort and great looks. 


• Affordable prices 

• No shiny metal clasps 

• Light-weight • Strong 

• Positive retention 

• No tooth preparation 

• New Dentures 


1 I hour repair service 
Comfortable soft lining 
GDC registered 
Clinical Dental Technician 
Free consultation 


Q 


CANTERBURY 

DENTURES 


e-shop: 


www.canterburydentures.co.uk 
www.denturesdirectsales.co.uk 


17a Burgate, 
Canterbury, Kent 
CTI 2HG 

01227 781 188 


kJ 


BOOK 

NOW 

AND ENJOY 

MORE CHOICE 



P&O^' Ferries 


Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles will be higher, 
including all taxes and a £2.50 web discount. Fare applies to restricted space, sailings and dates. 
Full terms and conditions apply. 


dover Calais 


II zeebrugge / rotterdam • cairnryan / troon larne • liverpool dublin 


ALSO AVAILABLE: FASCIAS, SOFFITS, GUTTERING AND PATIOS 
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Furniture for all seasons.. 






14 Suffolk Avenue, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8JG 

0800 2888 244 www.lexterten.com 

The showroom is signposted off the A28 and open Monday to Saturday 9am-5pr 


ft 0 * W I 

o exterten 


Furniture for Life 


AQUA. 


Bathroom & Plumbing Supplies 




Concealed 
thermostatic 
twin valve 

was 

£268 

now 

£161 



* 


Rialto fixed shower 
wall mounted arm 

was £106 
now £65 

head & 


IBo3 Elm Court Est • Capstone Rd • Gillingham 

aquadesign@darriledwards.co.uk 


a v a 




COMMERCIAL 


• Solid & • Carpet 

Engineered Wood . Ka rndean & Amtico 

—- * Laminates . Free Underlay and 

• Safety Flooring Gripper on all Carpets 


pa i' i 


W W 


01634 66 
v a I o n e f I c 



John Childs 

OCHSSOriilt^S 


1 "‘S. W« h*v* artr thirty u»4f» 

4 npfrlww M 

pMnrvefs quality 
bailOtf * Wt va baan 

baildiay in the South East sine* If 75 with am mo labatir 
(area, mail fmpJoytd lor avvr 10 yran 


Wt o«rr a toll teftyn 
service lac plavnlnf 
applicatiMS k iulHint 

rffdlliMii hr 
rvtentioos. Ia#t 
cow arsons nrw 
ihMlIinfs and «ort 


u • > 

5)815068 JL 

Mohnchildsconw. 


Plus WO UlV o*r n«n 

jMwer^ vsrhshop far 
besioit MltcheM. 
uaivcaMS. winbt*s k 



News 


RESOLUTIONS 

Take a leap of faith with the 
top 40 things for men to do 



TAKE THE PLUNGE: A bungee jump is one of the 40 things Listed 


By James Benjamin 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

MALE? Stuck for a new year’s 
resolution? Then Tonbridge 
Round Table hopes it can help 
with its list of the 40 things to 
do before you’re 40. 

Suggestions include a wide 
range of activities, from obvi¬ 
ous milestones such as ‘com¬ 
pleting a bungee jump’ to more 
surreal experiences like ‘eating 
a whole scotch bonnet chilli’. 

Jason Thomson, vice presi¬ 
dent of Round Table, said: 
“The aim of the 40 things to do 
before you’re 40 list is to moti¬ 
vate men across the UK to get 
the most out of life. 

“Everything on the list is 
achievable and indeed lots of 
our members have already ac¬ 
complished many of the activi¬ 
ties through their involvement 
with Round Table. 

“We wanted to ensure that 
men in Tonbridge, and across 
Kent, continue to aim high 
and accomplish some amazing 
things in their lifetime.” 


The top five on the list in¬ 
clude giving blood or becoming 
an organ donor, test driving 
a supercar, going clay pigeon 
shooting, growing a mous¬ 
tache and, number one, “or¬ 
dering a vindaloo when you 
normally have a korma”. 

Mr Thomson added: “Almost 
every man out there will have 


accomplished at least one thing 
on the list - most of us have 
experimented with growing a 
moustache, for example - but 
for those remaining, Round 
Table is here to help.” 

The club is open to all men 
aged 18-45. 

To view the complete list visit 
www.roundtable.co.uk/top40. 


MOT’S, SERVICING & REPAIRS 

HAZEL M OTORS 

All Repairs Undertaken 
Servicing & Diagnostic Testing 
Welding & Exhausts 
Air Conditioning Servicing 
Tyre Fitting Centre 

IOTS £ 

Free re-test 
Includes free winter check 
MOTS while you wait or you can 
pre book 






01634 406664 

www.hazelmotors.co.uk 

A 271-287 DALE STREET, —— 
W CHATHAM ME4 6QR 


A new choir for Tunbridge Wells 
and the South-East 


REDISCOVER 

THE JOY OF SINGING! 

- HANDEL'S MESSIAH 

- MIDSUMMER MUSIC AT SALOMONS 

- SATURDAY SINGING SCHOOL 

- SOCIAL EVENTS 

- CONCERT TOURS 


- CONCERT TOURS C joiN US° 
NOW! 

REHEARSALS 

Mondays evenings from 7.45pm 
Tunbridge Wells Baptist Church (Warner Hall), 

12 Upper Grosvenor Road, TNI 2EP 

Musical Director, Richard Jenkinson 

For further information: Follow us: 

www.kentchorus.co.uk 

T. 07771 764207 1—1 

E. kentchorus@meridianvoices.org 

Presented by Meridian Voices 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 


01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 
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WITH OUR FANTASTIC OFFER 




26 KW 

‘A’ Rated 
Combi Boiler 


Free Horizontal Flue Kit 
Free Digital Clock 
Free Filling Loop 


DISCOUNT PLUMBING. HEATING AND BATHROOM SUPPLIES 


Unit 13 Larkstore Park. Lodge Road, StaptehurstTN12 OQY 01580 893 277 
25 West Street. Sittingbourne ME 10 tAL 01795 437 090 

www.plumb-bay.com 
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THE SALE IS NOW ON 

MASSIVE REDUCTIONS THROUGHOUT OUR STORES 


mm 


FINE BEDDING HOLLOFIBRE DUVET 13.5 TOG 

NOW HALF PRICE 



FINE BEDDING HOLLOFIBRE PILL£>W PAIRS 

USUAL PRICE £25 OUR PRICE £12.50 


mm 


TEFAL ESSENTIAL SAUCEPANS - ASSORTED SIZES 

NOW ONLY £9.99 EACH 



TEFAL AVANTI KETTLE 

USUAL PRICE £30 

OUR PRICE 
£19.99 


MANAGER'S 

SPECIAL 


OSMAN TOWELS 

NOW HALF PRICE 



PYREX PYROFLAM CASSEROLE DISHES 

30% OFF 
USUAL PRICE 



HOUSEHOLD 


DIRT DEVIL CYCLONIC VACUUM CLEANER 

USUAL PRICE £150 

OUR PRICE Sa 
£69.99 



HANSON SCALES 

USUAL PRICE £21 

OUR PRICE £9.99 


LATIM LIGHT WEIGHT ALIMINIUM CASSEROLES 

usual price £70 OUR PRICE £24.99 

AVAILABLE IN 4 COLOURS 



V * 

STELLAR1000 CASSEROLES / ~ 

GREATLY REDUCED 


www.nasens.ce.uk 



Nasons Department Store 

47 High Street, 

Canterbury CT1 2SB 

Open New Years Day 10 - 4pm. 


01227 456755 

Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Sundays 1 1 am - 5pm 
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HIGH COURT 


Restaurateur wins legal case 
against ‘copycat’ curry rival 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

AN AWARD-winning restaurant owner in 
Rochester has won a High Court battle against a 
rival which opened up with a smiliar name, 
artwork, logo and almost identical menus and 
takeaway bags. 

Jamal Ahmed has run the Shozna restaurant 
in the city for 16 years and another eatery in 
nearby Strood. But he was left fuming after field¬ 
ing complaints from customers of restaurant 
Shopna when it opened nearby, who thought he 
was serving up a shoddy service. 

He said it was hurting his business, and when he 
was falsely accused of an assault, he decided he’d 
had enough and launched a High Court battle. 

The court was told the Shopna looked almost 
identical to the Shozna. But when customers at the 
Shopna had cause for complaint, which was often 
said Jamal, they would ring him, and even show 
up at the Shozna for a public shouting match. 

He said: “They would come in here and accuse 
me of providing a poor service with bad food and 
late deliveries. Sometimes they just didn’t believe 
me that the other place had nothing to do with 
me. I tried to explain it just looked like my restau¬ 
rants. I would have to show them my menus to 
prove it was not my restaurant. 

“And, of course, for all of those that did com¬ 
plain, there must have been many that didn’t 
bother and simply assumed the Shopna was 



ALL SMILES: Jamal Ahmed who runs Shozna 

mine and would avoid my restaurants. It was 
crazy and costing me customers.” 

He said he appealed through his own commu¬ 
nity for the owners of the Shopna to stop, but 
in the end it was forced to take legal action for 
“copying” his business. 

Mr Ahmed said: “This was making me look 
like a joker in front of my community.” 

After a five-day hearing, Mr Justice Hildyard 
found in Mr Ahmed’s favour on all grounds. He 
also ordered the defendants to pay Mr Ahmed 
more than £50,000 in costs. 

The Shopna did change its name to Moiyuree, 
opening in Orion Road, Rochester, in February, 
but counsel for the defendants told the hearing 
that business has ceased trading. 

■ More news at www.yourmedway.co.uk. 



FIREPLACE & STONE CENTRE 
196 - 198 CANTERBURY ROAD, 
BIRCHINGTON, KENT, CT7 9AQ 
TEL: 01843 841 922 



WWW.fireplaceandstonecentre.co.uk 



QUALITY QAK FLOORING 
From £16.99 + VAT 

AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 


Wingham Timber 
& Mouldings Ltd 



Wingham Industrial Estate, Goodnestone Road, 
Wingham, Canterbury, Kent CT3 1AR 


Tmw.wtnghamtimber.com 

Tel: 01227 720537 
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 8-5 • Sat 8.30 -12.30 



M 5 to^sho* 
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Of UN HA MS 
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One of Kent's best kept secrets... 


\« fteciro 
Kitchens ond 


>rns 


Manufacture... 

Manufacture... 

Manufacture... 


Our Price Promise €xtended 
(Price match on like for like) 


.^.E?|BlANCol boscm 


75 —¥ r- _ | 
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 


More highs than lows helped us to 
rise above 2011’s economic gloom 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

IF EVER there was a theme to de¬ 
fine 2011 it was surely going to be 
money. Or, to be more accurate, 
the lack of it. 

The year kicked off with the 
deafening noises of councils across 
Kent warning of the harsh cost of 
reduced funding from the Govern¬ 
ment, and ended with the sound 
of throats being cleared ready for 
more bad news once the turkey 
left-overs are all gone and the New 
Year gets into full swing. 

Yet amid all the doom and gloom, 
there have been some real stand out 
moments for Kent and Medway in 
2011. In fact, for many areas, it has 
been something of a vintage year. 

Take sunny Margate for exam¬ 
ple. The opening of the Turner 
Contemporary was a rare case of 
all the hype delivering genuine re¬ 
sults. Visitor numbers far exceeded 
expectations and world class art did 
much to replace the more recent 
image of being the seaside town 
that time, and investment, forgot. 

By the time the Queen made a trip 
to experience the gallery for herself 
in November, the green shoots of re¬ 
covery were clearly sprouting. And 
with hopes high that its success will 
continue in 2012, and plans pro¬ 
gressing nicely to turn the derelict 
Dreamland site into a multi-million 
pound heritage park, there is much 
to be excited about. 

Meanwhile, just down the road 
in Canterbury, the curtain went up 
on the Marlowe Theatre - the new 
state-of-the-art replacement which 
rose above the city’s skyline with 
remarkable speed and delivered a 
beating cultural heart into its al¬ 
ready impressive offering. 

Staying with a royal theme, the 
county got behind newlyweds 
Prince William and Kate Middleton 
in April when they tied the knot, 
with roads across Kent closing for 
celebrations and street parties. 

The unlikely setting of Paddock 
Wood was the scene of a visit by 
rock royalty, as the singer Prince 
was the surprise headliner at this 
year’s Hop Farm Festival, joining 



the likes of Morrissey and Lou Reed. 
Prince’s greatest hits set left critics 
cooing and the organisers of the 
now three-day event rubbing their 
hands with glee at firmly estab¬ 
lishing itself on the top table of the 
summer’s music extravaganzas. 

Lounge on the Farm in Canterbury 
may still be a somewhat niche event, 
yet the sun shone and the revellers 
lapped it up. However, there were 
some clouds as doubling its capacity 
also led to issues over traffic and re¬ 
ports of a rise in crime. 

Going into January, it will be look¬ 
ing to secure a new licence from the 
city council after peace talks with the 
police during December. 

Staying on music, charity Rhyth- 
mix found itself in the headlines as 
the new series of X Factor got un¬ 
der way. The Tunbridge Wells and 
Brighton-based operation was left 
fuming after a girl group on the 
show announced it was to use their 
name. An increasingly bitter war 
of words erupted, primarily online, 
leading to Simon Cowell finally re¬ 
lenting - and making a donation to 
cover the charity’s legal costs. 

The group, meanwhile, changed 
their name to Little Mix and went 
on to win the competition. 

There was another name change 
for west Kent’s major hospital. 
After all the hype, the Tunbridge 
Wells Hospital at Pembury opened 
its multi-million pound new doors, 
offering more than 500 rooms, all 
private with en-suite facilities. The 
Kent & Sussex in Tunbridge Wells 
closed for the final time, but despite 
the clear benefits of such swanky 


Warming your world! 


design 


EH! 


nt 


WOODSTOVES • RANGE COOKERS 
FIREPLACES • GAS FIRES • COOKSHOP 


Roper Close, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7EP 
01227 457643 www.heatdesignkent.com 


healthcare, concerns over the Pri¬ 
vate Finance Initiative that funded 
the hospital will just not go away. 


CELEBRATE: 

Streets ah 
across the 
county were 
closed for a 
day in April as 
communities 
came out in 
force to mark 
the wedding 
of Prince 
William to 
Catherine 
Middleton 


Driving forward on the coast in 
Sandwich was Darren Clarke. His 

Continued on page 16 



Loch Tummel Hotel stb ★★★ 

Perthshire 

An early season five day coach break 
offering exceptional value for money 
staying at our Loch Tummel Hotel. There 
will be an excursion everyday including 
Crieff, Pitlochry, Edinburgh and entrance 
to Blair Castle. 


All for just 

£141 

per person 


Includes 

• 4 Nights Half Board 

• Nightly Entertainment 

• All Excursions 

• Pickup from Orpington, 
Locksbottom, Bromley, 
Chislehurst, Sidcup, 
Bexley, Dartford, 
Birchanger Services 


Your special coach departs 
Tuesday 31st January 

I nrUC Holidays are fully bonded 

vfV™ 01389 713713 

I r V School Road, Gartocharn G83 8RW 

h o l i d ays www.lochs.com 


It's back and it's BIGGER than ever, for a limited period only, SAVE, SAVE, SAVE 



NOW 

ON! 


In our Blue Cross Sale every single one of our fantastic pre-owned cars purchased at Invicta Ford comes with 
massive savings of up to £1000! But hurry, don't miss out, this sale is strictly for a limited period only 


Over 2000 top quality pre-owned Fords to choose from, from as little as £2999! 1 

Ka 

Fiesta 

Fusion 

Focus 

C-Max 

Choice of 58 
from only 

£2249^ 

Choice of 332 
from only 

^ £2300 

Choice of 90 
from only 

^ £3000 

Choice of 436 
from only 

J£2900g| 

Choice of 189 
from only 

|£4000|H| 

Kuga 

S-Max 1 

Galaxy 

Monde© 

Other Makes 


from only from only from only from only from only 

£14500f§5| £7500giJ£9000£3500jA^£2500££j 


Save time - Book your service online www.invictamotors.com 


59 Sturry Road, Canterbury CT1 1DR 
Tel: 0844 499 2295 
Orbital Park, Ashford TN24 OHT 
Tel: 0844 499 2171 

Margate Road, Westwood, Thanet CT12 6SJ 
Tel: 0844 856 4131 

OPENING HOURS FOR SERVICE MON-FRI 08.30 -18.00 AND SAT 08.30 -12.30 AND CAR SALES ALSO OPEN SATURDAY PM AND SUNDAY 10.00 -16.00 


OVER 400 
CARS MUST 
BE SOLD! 

MASSIVE 

SAVINGS! 

EVERY CAR 
MUST GO! 


Invicta Ford 

For a better motoring experience 


12.2% APR 


• GO ONLINE 
AND... 

0 Get your vehicle valued. 
0 Book your Service. 
0View live videos of 
our stock 

0 View over 3000 vehicles 
in group stock 


Browse 1,000’s of quality new & used cars online - www.invictamotors.com 
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 

Winners and losers in the corridors of power 


Continued from page 15 

emotional first major at golfs The Open in July 
was seen by millions around the world. Tiger 
Woods may have missed the event due to injury, 
but there was no harm to the county’s economy, 
which banked £77m in cash and exposure. 

Politically, Labour were given a boost at the 
May 5 local elections as they clawed back control 
in Gravesham and shared the spoils in Thanet. 
The Tories remained dominant, however, while 


the Lib Dems were obliterated and their Alterna¬ 
tive Vote referendum fell on deaf ears. 

In Tunbridge Wells, council leader Roy Bul¬ 
lock’s reign came to an undignified end as he 
was booted out by his fellow Tories. His mighty 
moustache replaced by the more modest beard 
and ’tache combo of Cllr Bob Atwood. 

Cllr Paul Carter faced a challenge to his lead¬ 
ership of Kent County Council, but rather than 
a body blow it left him merely with a bruised big 
toe. He won the contest easily. Not staying at 


County Hall, however, was Katherine Kerswell, 
KCC’s managing director. After weeks of specu¬ 
lation and some rather ludicrous denials from 
the council, to the surprise of frankly no-one, it 
was announced she was off at the end of Decem¬ 
ber - and taking with her a pay-off rumoured to 
be in the region of £450,000. 

Best not mention that to the striking public 
sector workers then, who in November paraded 
through the streets of Maidstone at Government 
cuts to their pensions. 

In what was seen as one of the biggest blows 
to the Kent economy, in February, Pfizer an¬ 
nounced it was to shut up shop and move out 
of its Sandwich base. The repercussions were se¬ 
vere. In addition to the 2,500 it employed, that 
figure was almost doubled when it came to the 
knock-on effect for local suppliers. 

As the year progressed, Pfizer said it would re¬ 
tain a small presence with 650 staff, while the 
site it occupied has since welcomed its first new 
tenant, with Enterprise Zone status hopefully 
the carrot to lure other employers to move in. 

For the good folk of Medway - and to an extent 
Swale - the phrase “airport” is likely to continue 
ringing in their ears for a good while yet. 

After an assumption that Boris Johnson’s long- 
touted proposals for an airport in the Thames 
Estuary were simply his latest hare-brained 
scheme, it developed momentum in 2011. And 
by the time renowned architect Lord Foster un¬ 
veiled detailed plans to build an international 
airport hub on the Isle of Grain, it went from “pie 
in the sky” to “well, just maybe”. When George 



SPEAKING OUT: Workers made their voices 
heard during a mass walk out in November 

Osborne announced in his autumn statement 
the Government was to look at the proposals, it 
quickly became apparent this was not about to 
go away. Whether it is actually any closer to be¬ 
coming a reality is far from certain. But expect it 
to dominate headlines for a while yet. 

It is difficult to see 2012 being anything oth¬ 
er than more of the same economically, yet as 
2011 has proved, while we may all be feeling the 
pinch, there is much to look forward to, celebrate 
and feel proud of across Kent and Medway. 

So here’s to hoping we cash in on the Olym¬ 
pic Games, have a right royal knees-up for the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and, dare we dream, 
actually get a long hot summer for once. 

Happy New Year to you all. 


Neui Veer's 

Dinner & Donee 


£45 per person 

BOOK NOW FOR 
LAST AVAILABLE SPACES! 


Victoria Parade Ramsgate CT11 8DT 
Tel: 01843 592 345 
www.comfortinnramsgate.co.uk 



Why buy a new kitchen 

when you can just change your doors!! 


Transforming an existing 
kitchen with made-to- 
measure kitchen doors and 
accessories and getting the 
personal attention to detail 
offered by the Kitchen Door 
Company, means your food 
preparation can be 
conducted amidst great style. 



As an independent retailer, 
the company has got time to 
apply the personal touch 
when it comes to services. 

Now with 40 door designs in 
more than 40 colours there 
are over 1,600 combinations 
of styles to choose from. 


• Replacement Doors from £24.00 

Doors made to measure to fit any existing kitchen Work Surfaces 
Handles / Sinks & Taps Also Complete kitchens made to your specifications 
Over 40 Desiqns of Doors in 40 Different Colours 

The 

KITCHENDOORCOMPANY www.kitchendoorskent.com 


159 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5AQ Tel: 01227 375554 Email: sales@kitchendoorskent.com 
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Create the 
smile of 
your dreams 


At Woodbury Clinic, Dr Vadgama and his team 
pride themselves on providing the very best dental 
care and treatment in harmony with the latest non- 
surgical facial rejuvenation treatments. 

We are committed to excellence and providing a 
bespoke individual service tailored to your 
concerns in a welcoming atmosphere. Our clinic 
offers the latest state of the art dental technology 
which can be combined with non-surgical facial 
rejuvenation procedures to restore smiles, 
confidence and health. 

Our dental services include comprehensive 
general dental care, cosmetic dentistry and 
implants. We offer a full range of non-surgical 
facial aesthetic procedures ranging from Botox and 
facial fillers to skin resurfacing, tightening and 
pain-free laser hair removal. 


Centre for Cosmetic 
& Reconstructive Dentistry 

Create the smile of your dreams 

• Full mouth rehabilitation 

• Full mouth dental implants 

• Aesthetic and cosmetic dentistry 

• Mercury-free fillings 

• Root canal treatments 

• Ceramic crowns and bridges 

• Strong zerconium restorations 

• Lumineers and veneers 

• Invisible orthodontics (braces) 

• Tooth whitening 

• Needle-free injections 

• Conscious IV sedation 

• 5 year warranty on all lab work 

• On-site CAD-CAM studio 

• Cerec 3D restorations 

• Safe digital X-Rays and CT Scans 

• Gum and periodontal care 

• Individualised care plans 

• Oral cancer screening 



Tenterden Aesthetic 
& Laser Clinic 

Leading the way in non-surgical 
facial & body aesthetic procedures 

• Pain free laser hair removal (Soprano XL Blue) 

• Anti wrinkle therapy 

• Laser skin resurfacing (Pixel Laser "360 Protocol" 

• Excessive underarm sweating 

• Laser scar revision 

• Acne scars 

• Acne vulgaris 

• Red and thread veins 

• Obaji blue skin peels 

• IPL rejuvenation therapies 

• Accent ultra cellulite therapy 

• Skin tags 

• Cosmeceuticals 

• Dermal fillers 

• Skin tightening (Harmony IR heating) 

• Laser tooth whitening 


Dental 
and Laser clink 


Woodbury Dental and Laser Clinic 
149 High Street, Tenterden TN30 6JS 

Tel: 01580 762323 www.woodburyclinic.co.uk 
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FARLEYS 

Established 1928 - Four Generations of Family Serv ice &. Quality 


Modem and 
traditional upholstery 

SAt *NOW ON SALE WOW ^ 11 ^ 


• 42 . . • iff 

__k n tus-Ji 

| A Kitchen and 

dining furniture 


Kitchens and 
bathrooms 


ON SALE NO & 

sz © 


SAVl 


Bedsteads 


ON 


fiOW 
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Beds/divans 


Carpets,vinyls and 
hard flooring 




Townley House • Chatham Street 
Ramsgate • Kent • CTl 1 7PR 
01843 593069 • wv^v.farleysftuniaire.co.uk 
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MASSIVE JANUARY 
CLEARANCE SALE... 

WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 

FROM £99* 



RTS nntT TIMS 


Shoes 


Don’t miss out on this opportunity to improve your home at 
fantastic prices in our huge New Year clearance sale of high-quality 
PVCu windows and doors, available to you WHILE STOCKS LAST. 
All products in this sale are made to suit your requirements at 
ourPiper Windows factory and fitted by Elephant’s first-class 
installation teams and come with a full 10-year guarantee. 


ONLY AVAILABLE 
WHILE STOCKS LAST 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE, 
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE: 

0800 195 0000 

Alternatively, visit our showroom at Hamelin Court, 

142 Newington Road, Ramsgate CT12 6PP 

Opening hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
and Saturday-Sunday 10am-2pm 
including Bank Holidays 

* BS 7950 BS 7412 U U U M U U 

#•-0 & www.elephantwindows.co.uk 




*Terms and conditions apply 
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saunders park homes m Kent 

Court Mount, Birchington voted “Best Park in Great Britain 2010” 



A relaxed, warm and friendly 
atmosphere, a beautiful home 
and worry free living 


Luxury Park Home 

^Living for the over 
50’s on 3 award 
winning parks 
in Kent 


Enjoy-the peace of a more traditional village like community 
where your neighbour is your friend and your lifestyle 
is comfortable and secure 


Parks at 


The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


for further information visit us at 

www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 

or telephone us for a brochure on 01843 821311 
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KENT REMEMBERED 


Pictures: PAUL JERREAT 



STRIKING BEAUTY: The medieval ruins of Sutton Valence Castle look out across the Kent countryside 

The hidden history of 
Kent’s forgotten castle 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

KENT is justifiably famous for 
its castles, which include im¬ 
posing Dover, beautiful Leeds, 
the Tudor shoreline forts of 
Deal and Sandwich, and the 
massive keep at Rochester. 

But tucked out of the way in 
the village of Sutton Valence 
is one of the most atmospheric 
ruins in southern England. 

Its story is little known now¬ 
adays, it’s not really a tourist 
destination, and there are scant 
facts available as to its owner¬ 
ship and history from the start 
of the 14th century onwards. 

But in the century prior to 
that time, researchers have 
linked the stone fortress with 
some colourful figures from the 
age of knights, kings, queens, 
chivalry and warfare. 

Sutton Valence Castle is cur¬ 
rently owned and managed by 
English Heritage, but it was in 
the hands of some extremely 
important lords during the 
Middle Ages after it was built 
to command the road linking 
Maidstone with Winchelsea, 
then an important port. 

It is believed the Norman 
count of Aumale, Baldwin 
de Bethune, probably built 
the castle in the middle of the 
12th century. 

But its most famous lord and 
master was Simon de Montfort, 
sixth Earl of Leicester, who ac¬ 
quired it in 1238. 

His father, who had the 
same name, was the leader 
of one of the most notorious 
episodes of French medieval 
history - the Albigensian Cru¬ 



sade which resulted in the 
massacre of thousands of Ca- 
thar “heretics” on the orders of 
the Catholic Church - and also 
resulted in the founding of the 
Holy Inquisition. 

The most famous incident of 
the campaign saw the escape of 
a number of Cathar holy men 
from the beseiged mountain- 
top fortress of Montsegur - and 
according to some legends they 
carried the Ark of the Covenant 
and even the Holy Grail away 
with them. 

The younger de Montfort left 
France in 1229 after inheriting 
lands in England, he then be¬ 
came an advisor to King Henry 
III, marrying his sister Eleanor. 

But he disagreed with the 
King and was the leader of a 
group of seven barons who 
forced Henry to give some of 
his power to a council of 15 
barons and a parliament. 

After the King obtained 
authority from the Pope to 
break his promise, civil war 
broke out, and de Montford’s 


army captured Henry at the 
Battle of Lewes. 

In 1265 he called a parlia¬ 
ment and for the first time in 
English history representatives 
of the boroughs were members, 
as well as the nobility. 

Later that year de Mont- 
ford was killed at the Battle of 
Evesham and power was re¬ 
stored to Henry. 

The King then seized his 
opponent’s estates and gifted 
what we now call Sutton Va¬ 
lence Castle to his half-brother, 
William de Valence, as a re¬ 
ward for his support during the 
rebellion. The village of Sutton, 
possibly derived from ‘south 
town’ became known as Sut¬ 
ton Valence. 

William’s son, Aymer de Va¬ 
lence, inherited the castle in 
1307 and stayed here in June, 
1315. Three of the Valence 
household accounts of the time 
have survived. They show the 
family spent their time con¬ 
stantly travelling between their 
many estates. In the period be¬ 
tween May, 1296, and Septem¬ 
ber, 1297, Joan de Valence-by 
then the widow of William 
- spent a month in residence 

The stone keep, overlooking 
the Weald of Kent, is all that 
remains of the fort which oc¬ 
cupied a large part of the hill 
during its heyday. 

English Heritage says it was 
at least three storeys high and 
the ground floor was most 
likely used as a storeroom, 
and external stone stairs led to 
the main entrance on the first 
floor. 

■ For all the latest news see 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk. 











PhotoBooks start from just £6.99 

It’s quick, it’s easy and it’s a great way to produce a digitally printed 
photo album as a gift for Christmas. 

Making your photo book is so simple. From taking 
that picture on your camera or phone, uploading it 
onto your computer, to creating and ordering your 
PhotoBooks online, it couldn’t be easier. 

The perfect keep sake as well as a gift idea 

yourPhotoBooks.co.uk 


CAPTURE 


MOMENT 


Visit our website to find out how to use and make your own PhotoBook 


A handy way of keeping 
up to date with Kent News 
no matter where you are 


Download the FREE iPhone and iPad APP 


Stay up to date with 
live breaking news 
and video streams, 
plus search for jobs, 
motors or properties. 


You can download the new 
Kent News iPhone and iPad app 
for FREE from the iTunes store. 


The Future of local media 


\AF 


archanAkq 


newspapers • magazines • websites • mobile • iPad • e-commerce 
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Comment & Opinion 


for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk 


OPINION 


The hidden cost of parking 


Terry Hudson, Kent co-ordinator for the Association of British Drivers, 
considers the impact parking fees and fines have on shopping habits 


“REVENUE should not be 
an objective of civil parking 
enforcement, nor should au¬ 
thorities set targets for reve¬ 
nue or the number of penalty 
charge notices (PCN) they is¬ 
sue.” This statement is from 
the Department for Transport 
operational guidance manual 
to all local authorities on how 
they should conduct their 
parking regulations. 

The manual also states that 
parking legislation “is not a 
revenue raising act”, which, 
put simply, means all monies 
received can only be spent on 
administration of the scheme, 
or (and this is where it gets a 
bit blurred), “any surpluses to 
improve off-street parking, or, 
where this is unnecessary or 
undesirable, for certain other 
transport-related purposes and 
environmental schemes”. 

Yet all over the country we 
are witnessing the rapid rise 
in parking charges being used 


for general revenue raising and 
by the installation of pay-and- 
display machines on roads that 
we have paid for many times 
over through the decades, by 
various forms of motoring tax¬ 
es and household rates. 

Of course these machines 
can earn councils millions of 
pounds in fines if you are un¬ 
fortunate enough to over-stay. 

It is worth noting that the 
Department of Transport man¬ 
ual states “parking restrictions 
should be enforced efficiently, 
fairly and with proper regard 
to the rights of the motorist”. 
Draw you own conclusions. 

Civil enforcement officers, or 
traffic wardens as they used to 
be called, have a duty to ensure 
correct signage is in place and 
legible and that painted road 
lines are not defective or faded, 
before issuing a PCN. If there 
is any doubt, then the PCN 
should not be issued. 

Such is the condition of 


many road markings, they are 
no longer legal, but PCNs are 
still issued safe knowledge that 
most drivers will not challenge 
them and would have to con¬ 
tend with a hostile complaints 
system if they did. 

While the judiciary argues 
the finer points of the Human 
Rights Act for non-British na¬ 
tionals, when it comes to abuse 
by those in authority of parking 
laws, it turns a blind eye. 

I think most of us have, at 
some time, stared at a parking 
restriction sign and read it a few 
times to attempt to make sense 
of the wording. Most drivers 
know the meaning of double 
yellow lines; but does a single 
line mean I can park there dur¬ 
ing the day if it is Bank Holiday? 
Some places allow you to park 
half on the pavement, others 
not, even shop forecourts can 
fall into this yes/no scenario. 
Can I stop and let a passenger 
out on a single yellow line? 



There is 
a rapid 
rise in 
parking 
charges 
used for 
general 
revenue 
raising 


The Association of British 
Drivers believes there should 
be one national policy, policed 
by an independent un-biased 
ombudsman. If there is some 
really necessary local exemp¬ 
tion, then it should be very 
clearly marked. 

Any form of national policy is 
scorned by those private com¬ 
panies or councils, because this 
mish-mash of laws is for them, 
very financially rewarding. 

But what is the unseen fi¬ 
nancial cost to expensive park¬ 
ing taxes and entrapment? A 
look down many high streets 
tells us: empty shops. We in¬ 
stead shop in supermarkets 
and places like Bluewater with 
their free and limitless parking. 

So next time you are out 
shopping and have paid for 
your allotted time, keep look¬ 
ing at your watch, as any over¬ 
stay could be expensive. 

Does this really make for a 
good shopping experience? 


KOS COMMENT 


New Year’s resolution 
that could save a life 

DONATED blood is one of those things 
many of us take for granted. We 
assume it will be there when we need 
it if we are involved in an accident or 
have a major operation. 

It is all too easy to forget that the 
blood service relies on a band of 
volunteers who happily give up the red 
stuff for the benefit of the rest of us. 

Kent’s health chiefs are worried the 
Olympic Games, Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and other mayor events like the 
Euro football tournament will lead to a 
drop in donations. 

Surely most of us can drag ourselves 
away from the TV for a couple of hours 
to contribute a few pints. As New 
Year’s resolutions go, it’s not a bad one. 

Have a happy 2012 

AT Archant KOS Media we are proud to 
serve our readers and advertisers, and 
we would like to thank you all for the 
support you have given us in 2011. 

In these times of economic uncer¬ 
tainty it’s difficult to predict just what 
the next 12 months will provide for 
Kent, so let us wish you all a happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 
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Conservatories Windows & Doors 

My //'\\ /tun/^Jor /y(Kt am/yoar />ot /ui 

Keep warm this winter 

with Stroud's A Rated windows 

Looking for a company you would 
recommend to your friends? 

We are family run and have been manufacturing 
& serving Kent for 35 years to both the trade 
and to the public. 

We manufacture on our premises. 

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories ( 

I • Fascias • Soffits • Garage Doors 


stroud 

windows & conservatories 


Competitive prices FREE estimates 

t: 01843 868 804 
t: 01227 290227 

w www.stnxjdwindowsxo.uk 

Covering Thanet, Canterbury, Herne Bay, Whitstable, Sandwich, Deal, Folkestone, Dover & Ashford 

Westwood Cross, Margate Road, Broadstairs CT10 2PR 
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Letters/emails/texts/tweets 



Portas’ policy 
worth a listen 

MARY Portas, the shopping 
gum appointed by David 
Cameron, has criticised the 
Medway towns - and Medway 
Council is not pleased. 

The town chiefs are taking 
steps necessary to breath new 
life into them. 

She says that towns should 
be more inviting and also offer 
lower parking charges. 

Medway Council says they 
are doing just that. How? 

Take Chatham, for example; 
there are about 50 or so empty 
shop units in the High Street. 

Why? We have about five 
pawnbrokers and money 
shops in the High Street, 
which is not a very good sign 
for a prosperous town. There 
are only a few shops that could 
attract visitors and tourists to 
flock here. 

There are hardly any public 
toilets, and what there are 
aren’t signposted to let visitors 


know where they are. The 
roads are filthy and there are 
beggars on the streets. 

The parking charges might 
be the lowest in Kent, but the 
restrictions are for 14 hours a 
day, seven days a week, which 
most towns don’t have. 

The council knows that 
parking charges keep people 
away, that’s why they offer 
free parking in the run-up to 
Christmas to boost trade. 

Traders need a boost all¬ 
year-round, not just Christmas. 

The council has frozen the 
charges for three years now, 
but how much will they charge 
when the three years are up? 

The bus station is a disaster. 
It is situated in the wrong 
place where people freeze even 
in the shelters. The bus 
services are not very good and 
the fares are far too high. 

What the council needs to 
do to attract people here is to 
give shoppers up to four hours’ 
free parking, free parking on 
Saturdays, Sundays and bank 
holidays, and also free parking 
after 6pm. If not, more people 


will desert our towns even 
further and go to the seven 
out-of-town shopping outlets 
that are around the Medway 
towns area. 

So come on Medway 
Council - listen to Mary Portas 
and let’s get our towns moving. 
Peter Nassan, Chatham 

High streets a 
big dilemma 

I READ with interest Mary 
Portas’ comments on the state 
of the high streets in the UK 
and how to breathe new life 
into them. 

The natural reaction is to 
mock and pour scorn on 
many of them as they seem so 
opposite to what we have seen 
in recent generations; namely 
the continued growth of retail 
areas and a desperate desire 
to attract more and more big- 
name chain stores. 

Yet it would be worth the 
town centre chiefs of Kent and 
Medway to take heed. 

We are in an environment 


now where the internet is our 
first port of call when it comes 
to making a purchase. 

Even the rise in online 
supermarket orders suggests 
that even if we all followed 
Sittingbourne’s example 
and encouraged more 
supermarkets to open stores 
back in the heart of town 
centres, it doesn’t necessarily 
equate to more crowds - 
although I take heart that in 
the case of The Forum, it has. 

Our high streets can still be 
vibrant, attractive places, but 
we do need to shift our focus. 

I would urge all with an 
interest to consider a healthy 
dollop of culture instead. 

That way it can make town 
centre’s safer, encourage the 
much-admired cafe-culture 
enjoyed on the Continent, and 
attract those with disposable 
income back into our town 
centres. 

Or, we can point fingers at 
Portas and ignore it. But one 
thing is certain, the problems 
are not going to go away. 

H Pearce, Sheppey 


Professional 
EU approach 

FOR those people who work 
in the European Union, a 
proposal published by the 
European Commission will 
assist professional workers 
in having their qualifications 
recognised across the single 
market, whilst tightening up 
protection against rogue or 
ineffective workers. 

The new proposals will 
simplify and reduce the 
number of regulated profes¬ 
sions, and create a single 
portal with information about 
how to have qualifications 
recognised. 

My Conservative colleagues 
have also pushed for a warning 
system for healthcare 
professionals so that a ban on 
practising medicine in one 
country would be conveyed to 
all EU authorities, with added 
tests for national authorities to 
be able to test the language skills 
of healthcare professionals. 


I believe these proposals 
will make it easier for qualified 
professional to apply for jobs 
across the single market, 
and harder for unqualified 
professionals to gain employ¬ 
ment in sensitive sectors. 

The automatic recognition 
of qualifications is an impor¬ 
tant benefit of the single 
market and we must break 
down the remaining barriers. 

We need to move to a system 
where we prevent a repetition 
of several tragic cases where 
foreign doctors have mistreat¬ 
ed patients because of 
inadequate training or a poor 
command of the local 
language. These new rules 
aim to prevent a repeat of this 
situation. 

In the UK stronger language 
requirements on healthcare 
professionals is now a pressing 
concern. This new directive 
should allow healthcare 
authorities in particular the 
opportunity to test language 
skills. It is simply not right 
that a nurse treating a patient 
is unable to fully understand 
what he or she is being told. 

Let me know what you think 
at richardjames.ashworth@ 
europarl.europa.eu 

Richard Ashworth, 
Conservative MEP 
for the South East 

Charity's call 
for volunteers 

ARE you looking for a New 
Year’s resolution that is fun, 
interesting, sociable, and can 
make a huge difference to 
other people? 

If so, Leonard Cheshire 
Disability (LCD) is looking 
for people across Kent to 
volunteer with the charity. 

There’s a huge variety of 
roles on offer; you could be 
supporting young disabled 
people acquire the vital skills 
that will help them live 
independently, assisting 
someone drive to their local 
sports centre, befriending, 
campaigning - or even adding 
a lick of paint to one of our 
200 UK services and homes. 

LCD’s 3,000 volunteers are 
crucial to our success, and 
we’d be delighted if you’d join 
this amazing team. 

We welcome all applicants 
and are particularly keen to 
support more disabled people 
to volunteer with us. 

Visit www.lcdisability.org. 
uk to see what volunteering is 
available near you. 

Begona Mendez, Leonard 
Cheshire Disability 
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‘Outstanding’ 
diversity at UCA 

AN Ofsted report has declared that the Univer¬ 
sity for the Creative Arts' (UCA) promotion of 
equality and diversity across its five campuses 
including Canterbury, Maidstone and Rochester 
is "outstanding". 

The report, which focuses on UCA's Further 
Education (FE) courses, was compiled after 
several days of visits to each of the campuses. 

UCA secured an overall rating of good with 
equality, and diversity achieving the grade of 
outstanding. 

The inspection took the form of group and 
individual interviews to gain the views of learn¬ 
ers. There were also observations of learning 
sessions and assessments. 

The report reads: "Managers and staff have 
created a culture of trust leading to high expec¬ 
tations for students and an atmosphere where 
experimentation and creativity flourish. Tutors 
and staff are proud to work at the university." 

Deputy vice-chancellor, Professor Mark Hunt, 
said: "At UCA we are extremely proud of our FE 
provision which gives students a solid grounding 
in the creative arts. We are delighted with the 
inspection outcome." 

Learn all about 
apprenticeships 

THE fifth annual National Apprenticeship Week 
will take place from February 6-10, 2012, and is 
set to be the biggest and best yet. 

The week, co-ordinated by the National Appren¬ 
ticeship Service (NAS), celebrates apprenticeships 
and their benefits to individuals and businesses. 

Vic Grimes, NAS divisional apprenticeship 
director for London and the South East, said: "This 
year we are showcasing the talent, skills and high 
calibre of apprentices. Their employers want the 
country to understand just how apprenticeships 
bring real quantifiable benefits to their businesses. 

"Everyone with an interest in apprenticeships 
can get involved. There is a whole host of practical 
advice and ideas to help you plan your own activi¬ 
ties on our website. Please look at the list of events 
to see what is happening in your area and let us 
know what you're planning." 

For more information about National Appren¬ 
ticeship Week visit apprenticeships.org.uk or email 
nighat.mashhadi@apprenticeships.gov.uk 


Environment centre 
secures £2m funding 


A COLLEGE is celebrating as 
it secures funding for a new 
sustainable Centre for Environ¬ 
mental Technologies. 

The Skills Funding Agency 
has granted £2 million towards 
the Thanet College centre. 

The new £6.5m centre will 
be the first of its kind in Kent 
and will open for business at 
the Broadstairs campus in Sep¬ 
tember, 2013. 

Its development is in re¬ 
sponse to significant local 
‘green’ training opportunities 
and goes hand in hand with 
the Government’s recognition 
of the need for the UK to devel¬ 
op a workforce with real exper¬ 
tise and skills in the renewable 
sector. 

Graham Razey, principal of 
Thanet College said: “We are 
delighted that this important 
development has been given 
the go ahead. 

“The new centre will put 
Thanet College centre stage to 
deliver leading-edge education 
and training in envi¬ 
ronmental tech¬ 
nologies.” 

The cen¬ 
tre is ex¬ 
pected to 
be of ben¬ 
efit to the 
area as 
a whole, 
with Mr 
Razey add¬ 
ing: “This 
will allow 
people in East 
Kent to take ad¬ 
vantage of real employ¬ 
ment opportunities within a 
rapidly growing sector with 
local companies such as the 
Thanet Offshore Wind Farm, 
Thanet Earth, the proposed 
‘green’ power park at Richbor- 
ough and more specifically the 
Green Deal. 

“The state-of-the-art facili¬ 
ties are also designed to offer 
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higher-level apprenticeships in 
science and technology, linked 
to the emerging training needs 
of the companies establishing 
themselves at the Discovery 
Park in Sandwich, and we be¬ 
lieve will play an important part 
in attracting new businesses to 
the park in the future.” 

The field of environmental 
technologies is a specialist area 
of focus for Thanet College and 
will enhance parts of the ex¬ 
isting technology curriculum 
such as construction, comput¬ 
ing, electrical installation, gen¬ 
eral engineering, and motor 
vehicles. 

New qualifications to be of¬ 
fered from September, 2012, 
include sustainable construc¬ 
tion, micro-generation (solar 
and wind), hybrid and electric 
vehicle technology and energy 
conservation. 

The new building itself will be 
an opportunity to showcase re¬ 
newable technologies in action 
and seeks to achieve a BREE- 
AM (Building Research 
Establishment’s En¬ 
vironmental As- 
^ sessment Meth¬ 
od) rating of 
excellence. 

Sustaina¬ 
ble features 
include a 
small wind 
f turbine, 
photovoltaics 
(solar panels), 
biomass heat¬ 
ing, a geothermal 
heat pump, rainwater 
harvesting and the max¬ 
imisation of natural daylight. 

The centre is designed with 
flexible workshops and teach¬ 
ing spaces which can be easily 
adapted to accommodate the 
future education and training 
needs of this dynamic sector. 
POWER: People will be able to 
develop their employability in 
the field of sustainable energy 
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Exciting opportunities 
throughout Kent now 

Get ahead today! 


Call freephone: 

0800 7314297 

email: 

keytrainingservices@kent.gov.uk 


KEY 

TRAINING SERVICES 


COMMUNITY 
LEARNING 
AND SKILLS 
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Business Week 


online@www.businessforkent.co.uk 


Your business is our business 


Inquiry focuses on fixing the skills 
shortage faced by our small firms 
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By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE Federation Of Small Busi¬ 
nesses (FSB) and All Party 
Parliamentary Small Busi¬ 
ness Group (APPSBG) have 
launched an inquiry into en¬ 
trepreneurship as new figures 
show that almost a third of 
small businesses at start-up 
stage have difficulty finding 
suitably-skilled staff. 

New statistics into the barri¬ 
ers small businesses face when 
starting up show that 27 per 
cent of small businesses found it 
difficult to find suitably-skilled 
staff. With unemployment at 
2.62 m illion and youth unem¬ 
ployment more than a million 
and set to rise, this is a worry¬ 
ing figure, says the federation. 

Respondents to the FSB Voice 
Of Small Business Survey Panel 


also said they found regulation 
requirements onerous (47 per 
cent) and had difficulty secur¬ 
ing finance (34 per cent) at 
start-up. 

These figures came as the 
FSB and APPSBG launched 
an inquiry with Iain Duncan 
Smith, Secretary of State for 
Work and Pensions, into entre¬ 
preneurship to see how these 
barriers could be removed. 

With 9 5 per cent of private- 
sector businesses employing 
fewer than 2 0 members of staff, 
the inquiry will look at how 
these firms can be encouraged 
to take on staff and how aspir¬ 
ing entrepreneurs can be sup¬ 
ported in setting up their own 
business against a backdrop of 
uncertain economic times. 

The Government has intro¬ 
duced a raft of new measures 
aimed at supporting entre¬ 


preneurs. However, the FSB’s 
Voice Of Small Business Index 
and the FSB Kent Small Busi¬ 
ness Barometer show employ¬ 
ment intentions and business 
confidence have dropped. 

For small businesses looking 
to grow, there are still funda¬ 
mental problems with hiring 
skilled staff, regulations and 
access to finance. 

The FSB is calling on the 
Government to: 

■ Reinstate the graduate in¬ 
ternship scheme to give gradu¬ 
ates the opportunity to acquire 
the skills they need for starting 
and running a business. 

■ Prioritise enterprise educat¬ 
ion by putting it in the statu¬ 
tory curriculum. 

■ Take on the Independent 
Commission On Banking’s rec¬ 
ommendations for more com¬ 
petition in the banking sector. 


■ Extending Work Trials to the 
first day someone signs on to 
Jobseekers Allowance to help 
create 46,000 more jobs. 

■ Reduce the flow of regulation 
and tackle the stock of existing 
regulations. 

Roger House, FSB chairman 
for Kent and Medway, said: 
“Challenges posed to entrepre¬ 
neurs will vary, but we know 
from our members that com¬ 
mon issues at start-up include 
finding suitably-skilled staff, 
complex regulation and ac¬ 
cess to finance. And coming up 
against these at the very begin¬ 
ning can prevent growth. 

“With the private sector be¬ 
ing relied on to drive economic 
recovery, these barriers need to 
be removed - budding entre¬ 
preneurs should be supported 
in setting up in business, and 
existing businesses should be 


encouraged to innovate, take 
on staff and grow. This inquiry 
will cover a raft of issues and, 
working with the Government, 
we hope these issues can be put 
to bed once and for all. ” 

Brian Binley MP, chairman 
of the APPGSB, said: “We hear 
from small businesses that they 
are finding it difficult to get 
staff with the skills necessary 
to run their firms. Small and 
medium-sized businesses and 
entrepreneurs are expected to 
be driving economic growth in 
support of Britain’s recovery. 

“I am hopeful this inquiry 
will address the challenges of 
rising youth unemployment 
and the skills crisis. 

“Our review will be looking 
at ways of improving those 
basic skills [in schools] as well 
as the more advanced skills to 
meet industry’s needs.” 



African expansion for water consultants 


TRANSPORT 


Stagecoach wins 
commendation 

A KENT company has featured in the 
prestigious 2011 UK Bus Awards. 

Stagecoach East Kent received a 
High Commendation in the Marketing 
Excellence awards for the marketing 
and development of the Canterbury 
Triangle, which connects the city with 
villages and towns across east Kent. 

UK Bus Awards chairman John Owen 
said: "In these difficult and uncertain 
times, we've been both surprised and 
delighted by 
the number and 
quality of entries 
for the 2011 UK 
Bus Awards. 

"The 

combination of 
rising fuel prices 
and cuts in public 
spending are making life particularly 
difficult for everybody involved in bus- 
service provision at the moment. Even 
so, our judges were really impressed 
by the commitment to quality and 
innovation shown by bus-operators, 
local authorities and their partners in 
this, the awards' 16th year. 

"Over five billion passenger journeys 
are made by bus every year, and the 
industry has a huge amount to offer 
in delivering reduced congestion and 
emissions. The finalists are paving 
the way for the future success of an 
industry which remains firmly at the 
heart of our national life." 


INTERNATIONAL environmental 
company SLR Consulting, based at 
Turkey Mill, Maidstone, has expanded 
its services in southern Africa with 
the acquisition of Bittner Water 
Consult CC (BIWAC), a groundwater 
consulting firm based in Namibia. 

The deal is SLR’s fifth acquisition 
in 20 months and its third in 
southern Africa in the last year, 
following the purchase of 
environmental consultancy Metago 
and engineering firm GreenEng. 

BIWAC, which has an office in 
Windhoek, Namibia’s capital, 
specialises in the sustainable 
development, protection and 
management of water resources for 
a range of clients. These include 
private firms, multinational mining 


and manufacturing companies as 
well as local and state government 
bodies. 

Recent projects include the 
groundwater modelling of the 
Omitiomire Copper Mine, support 
for the development of Otjikoto 
Gold Mine and groundwater 
monitoring and modelling for 
Langer Heinrich Uranium. 

SLR UK director Neil Penhall said: 
“SLR has world-class capabilities in 
both mining and southern Africa and 
we work for a range of both national 
and international clients. The 
acquisition of BIWAC is in Line with 
our strategy to grow our environmental 
consultancy footprint and to 
capitalise on the opportunity for 
growth in the African mining sector.” 


COMMUNICATION 


Firms combine on 
expansion plans 

ANSACOM, the Tunbridge Wells 
telephone-answering company, is 
working with Canterbury marketing 
company The Purple Edge to support 
the next phase of its expansion. 

It is set to begin operations in 
Faversham in the coming months. 

"We have grown consistently since 
2001 by providing a really professional 
and highly personalised service," said 
managing director Claire Burroughs. 
"Winning the West Kent Business 
Excellence Award for customer service 
last year was recognition for the hard 
work we put into this area, but the 
greatest accolade is that the majority 
of our new business comes from word- 
of-mouth recommendation by our 
happy customers. Now we want to get 
the word out to a wider audience. 

"We have won some significant 
contracts to provide call-centre 
services to businesses such as Microsoft 
and The London Array and we're 
expanding with additional offices." 

Sharon Wilding from The Purple 
Edge said: “AnsaCom is a great 
company who pull off the trick of 
meeting the needs of larger clients 
while maintaining the personal touch 
with the smaller ones. 

"We want to get the message across 
to more businesses that AnsaCom 
should be the first port of call whether 
they need call-answering, overflow or 
call centre services." 



■ HAVE YOU GOT A BUSINESS STORY? Telephone editorial on 01303 817181 or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 


Happy New Year? 


Not for everyone, for some the days 
will be gloomy and without hope. 

SAMARITANS will be the only ones they can 
talk to 24/7 for a voice to lighten their 
darkest hours. If you would like to help, 
just a few hours a week can change lives 
- including your own. 


Call Gill or Barry on 01303 239179 
for further information 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 

Advertise here 
Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews 
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The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 

Field Sales Executive - Kent Life Magazine 


An opportunity has arisen to join 
Archant Life part of Archant 
Community Media Ltd, the UK’s 
largest independently owned 
media business. 

Based as a Home worker, a 
presentable, self-motivated sales 
professional will be responsible for 
selling across Kent. This is an 
opportunity for an experienced 
salesperson to develop their 
career in a competitive market 
across a multi-platform portfolio. 


For this varied role you will need to 
work efficiently under pressure, 
prioritise your workload depending 
on deadlines and be able to 
demonstrate sales experience in a 
competitive market. Good 
communication skills are essential, 
whether by telephone, face-to- 
face or in written form. A full 
driving licence is necessary 
In return Archant offers a 
competitive basic salary with 
commission structure and 
pension scheme. 


Closing date is 12 January 2012 

All applications should be emailed to \ 

hayley.tiptaft@archant.co.uk ARCHANT HIFE 


Fill your job 
vacancies^ 
fast ^ 


r To advertise in 
this section call: 



Put Your Hand Up 
And Volunteer For StflRt 
Home-Start Thanet 

Use your skills and experience as a parent by 
supporting another parent who is finding life 
difficult at present. 

We offer initial and on-going training to our 
volunteers. It is FREE with out of pocket 
expenses reimbursed. For giving just a few 
hours a week, you will get so much back! 

The next course starts Tuesday 21 st February 
2012 and runs during school hours for 10 
sessions (every Tuesday and Thursday). 

CALL NOW on 01843 866344 to book a place 
or for further information. 




applecroft 


ini it* 

Registered Nurses RGN and Care Assistants 


Come and join our friendly team here at Applecroft - a modern 
nursing home, purpose built to accommodate the needs of older 
people and set in a pleasant location in the village of River, Dover. 
Applications welcomed from Registered Nurses and Care Assistants 
who either have experience in caring for older people (experience or 
qualification in Dementia Care an advantage) or wish to gain 
experience in this field. 

To arrange an informal visit and application please contact: 

Brendan O’Connor, Clinical Manager. Tel 01304 821331 


To advertise 
in this 
section 

m 

01303 

817040 
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The Spencer Wing is an independently owned and managed private hospital. We have a 4 bed unit 
at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford and a 22 bed unit situated on the QEQM Hospital site. 
The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Physiotherapy Manager 

Full time 

To manage our Physiotherapy Department and maintain clinical skills with our in-patient and 
out-patient activity, primarily at Margate but across both sites. 

Six or more years post graduate experience and previous management experience preferred. 


Closing date for applications 20th January 2012 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 

Lynn Orrin, Hospital Manager - 01843 234554 


For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Wing, QEQM Hospital, 
Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 
S C M E-mail: jo.edwards@thespencerwing.com 


The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
This position is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check ^ ■ i 
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The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 

Account Manager Field Based (x2) 


Archant KOS Media are looking to recruit 
highly driven, confident, self motivated 
team players to work on our portfolio of 
products which consist of newspapers, 
magazines and digital platforms, you will 
need to be able to work under pressure to 
deadlines and targets. 

Working with an existing client base where 
customer service is paramount, you must 
also be able to search out new business to 
develop and grow your territory revenues 
and opportunities. You will be building long 
lasting relationships with organisations 
throughout Kent. 


Ideally you will be from a sales or 
marketing background and have the 
drive, tenacity and determination to 
succeed. Basic knowledge of computer 
systems is required. 

We offer a company car, excellent basic 
salary plus a generous bonus scheme, 
ongoing training and career development, 
five weeks annual leave, contributory 
pension and life assurance scheme and all 
the benefits of working for a large media 
organisation. A full driving licence is 
essential. 


^KentonSaturday t KentonSunday ^Tunbridge Wells “ You Medway t' YourSwale 


Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter in the first instance to: 

Ynez Coton 

Advertising Director, Archant KOS Media . 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS ARCHANT 7 KOS MEDIA 

or email ynez.coton@archant.co.uk / 
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PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT 


Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning 
environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with severe and profound 
learning difficulties to commence Easter 2012 

MPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,535 
(TLR with previous experience) 

The school is located in pleasant surroundings and we have educational resources of 
enviable proportions. This post would suit newly qualified teachers or those wishing 
to gain further experience of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will 
be provided. Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school welcomed 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates for 
all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records 
Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 20th January 2012 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 

Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), 
stating the position for which you are applying. 


PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT 


WELLNESS COACHES 

REQUIRED 

We are a Health & Nutrition companylooking 
for serious people who want to earn 2500- 
El 000+ per month full/part-time working from 
home. Full training and support available. 

01622 671716 


RECRUITMENT 


To advertise in 
this section 

01303817040 


where service, 
safety and savings 
come as standard 

teachers from only £155 +vat 

01622 623114 


www.recruitmentsense.com 
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We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly qualified, experienced and motivated 
teams, many of whom have come from industry. We offer our students the best learning and 
training experience and we have the following vacancies available: 

37 hours per week, all year 
Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension. 

HAIR AND BEAUTY COMMERCIAL SALON MANAGER / 
ASSISTANT MANAGER: 

We are seeking applicants with hairdressing or beauty therapy experience for the 
following two positions. Ideally, we would wish to employ someone with a different 
specialism for each position. 

HAIR & BEAUTY COMMERCIAL SALON MANAGER 

Thanet College has an excellent opportunity for a HAIR AND BEAUTY COMMERCIAL SALON 
MANAGER, in our new high specification salon. 

As salon manager you will report directly to our Business Manager. You will effectively manage 
the hair and beauty commercial salon and respective team of established and trainee staff. You 
will be responsible for setting and achieving financial targets, analysing sales and forecast 
predictions, managing stock control, maximising retail opportunities, merchandising and 
effective promotions, providing a full range of treatment/services in line with commercial 
trends, whilst ensuring an excellent customer service. 

First and foremost it is essential that you have strong organisational and management abilities 
in order to drive, mentor and manage this commercial venture. Excellent communication and 
a passion for the industry is paramount. 

Salary: £25,000 with 25 days annual leave. 

Interview date: 30 January 2012 

HAIR & BEAUTY ASSISTANT COMMERCIAL SALON MANAGER 

Thanet College has an excellent opportunity for an ASSISTANT HAIR AND BEAUTY 
COMMERCIAL SALON MANAGER, in our new high specification salon. 

As assistant salon manager you will report directly to the Commercial Salon Manager. 

You will assist with supervision of respective established and trainee staff. You will carry out a 
full range of treatment/services in line with commercial trends, whilst providing excellent 
customer service. You will be responsible for providing assessment support for trainee staff. 
First and foremost it is essential that you have a 'can do' attitude with excellent 
communication and a passion for the industry. 

Salary: £20,000 with 23 days annual leave 
Interview Date: 31 January 2012 
Closing date: 6 January 2012 

For further details and to apply online please visit our website www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 
'Vacancies'. Alternatively contact the HR Office, Thanet College, Ramsgate Road, Broadstairs, 
Kent, CT10 1PN or telephone our application line for an application pack on (01843) 605052 

Promoting Equality 
Preventing Discrimination 
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HIGHWAYS - Borough of Ashford 


CRANBR00K ROAD, BIDDENDEN 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to carry out a new water connection, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Cranbrook Road, 

Biddenden, on or after 16 January 2012 for up to 1 week 

or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed to the west of the junction with 
Mockbeggar Lane. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Chapel Lane and Mockbeggar Lane. 

The alternative route is via Chapel Lane, A262 
Sissinghurst Road, Tenterden Road, Benenden Road 
and Cranbrook Road. 


OX LANE, TENTERDEN (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Ox Lane, Tenterden, on or after 3 January 2012 for up 

to 19 weeks or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 

Swain Road and Barnfield. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with A28 Ashford Road / Silver Hill and Swain 
Road. 

The alternative route is via A28 Ashford Road and Swain 
Hill. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Dartford 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

VARIOUS ROADS, DARTFORD 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTION TRAFFIC ORDER) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 

Order introducing traffic movement restrictions as noted 

in schedule 1. 

The Order will become effective on 2nd January 2012, 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned last 11 
weeks or until the works are completed. These 
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 


Schedule 1 


The Affected Routes 

The Temporary Restriction 

West Hill, Dartford 

One way traffic flow eastbound 
from Shepherds Lane to 
Highfield Road North 

Highfield Road, 
Dartford 

Road Closed to through traffic. 
Access will be maintained for 
residents and businesses 

Highfield Road North, 
Dartford 

One way traffic flow from West 
Hill to Westgate Road eastbound 

Spital Street, Dartford 

Two way traffic between Kent 
Road and West Hill, NO access 
to West Hill 


Diversion for the above restrictions will be via: Kent 
Road, Spital Street, Hythe Street, Home Gardens, Overy 
Liberty, Market Street, Lowfield Street, Princes Road and 
Shepherds Lane. (From Instone Road, Highfield Road, 
and Heath Street then onto previous diversion at 
Lowfield Street) 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate works for 
mains replacement for Southern Gas Networks. 

For further information please contact Kent Highway 
Services on 08458 247 800. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Dover 


LIVERPOOL ROAD, WALMER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to repair a damaged sewer, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Liverpool Road, Walmer, on or after 16 

January 2012 for up to 2 weeks or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Cambridge Road and Grove Road. 

The alternative route is via Cambridge Road, A258 Dover 
Road and Liverpool Road. 


V. 


LOWER ROAD, RIVER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Lower Road, River, on or after 3 January 2012 for up 

to 3 weeks or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Pavilion Meadow and Minnis Lane. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Alkham Road and Minnis Lane. 

The alternative route is via Alkham Road, London Road, 
Crabble Road, Lewisham Road and Minnis Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Gravesham 


VARIOUS ROADS, COBHAM- (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 

OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 

Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on in 

schedule 1. 

The Order will become effective on 2nd January 2012, 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to last as 
noted in Schedule 1. These restrictions will be effective 
when the appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be via 
schedule 1: 

Schedule 1 

Road name: Jeskyns Road, Cobham 

Date: 3rd January 2012 for 4 weeks 

Extent: Between its junctions with Sole Street and B390 

Dabbs Place. 

Diversion: Sole Street, Round Street, Church Street and 
Henhurst Road 

Road name: D390 Dabbs Place, Cobham 
Date: 23rd January 2012 for 4 weeks 
Extent: Between its junctions with Jeskyns Road and 
Round Street 

Diversion: Round Street, Sole Street and Jeskyns Road. 
The purpose of the closure is to facilitate Water main 
renewal work. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Maidstone 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(BOW HILL, NETTLESTEAD) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on 

Bow Hill at the Level Crossing on or after Saturday 7th 

January 2012 when required for a period of up to 2 

nights between 23.40hrs and 04.oohrs or until such 

works are complete. 

The alternative route is via B2015 Bow Road, A26 
Tonbridge Road, B2i63Teston Lane/Lower Road, B2010 
Smiths Hill, Hunt Street, Bow Hill. 

Network Rail apologise for any inconvenience caused by 
these essential works that are necessary for changing 
rails and tamping at the level crossing. Should you 
require any further information about these works, their 
contact is Emma Orsborne on 01924 372957. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(WARREN STREET, WICHLING) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on 
Warren Street from the junction of Payden Street to “The 
Hollies” on or after Monday 2nd January 2012 for a 
period of up to 1 week or until such works are complete. 
The alternative route is via Hubbards Hill, A20 Ashford 
Road, Faversham Road, Payden Street. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary to install a 
new drainage pipe. Should you require any further 
information about these works, the contact is Alastair 
Coleman on 08458 247 800. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks 


CANADA FARM ROAD, SOUTH DARENTH (TEMPORARY 

PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 


near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 
Canada Farm Road, South Darenth between Three Gates 
Road and Rabbits Road. 

The Order will become effective on 16th January 2012 
and will be in operation and remain valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months; the works are planned 
to commence on 30th January 2012 and will 2 weeks. 
These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Scudders Hill, Valley Road, Fawkham Road 
Fawkham, Main Road Longfield, Green Street Green 
Road Londfield, Canada Farm Road Longfield, Canada 
Farm Road South Darenth. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate drainage 
works. 


COMPASSES HILL LEIGH - (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 

OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 

Compasses Hill from 

Camp Hill to B2027 Penshurst Road Leigh. 

The Order will become effective on 15th January 2012 
and will be in operation and remain valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months; the works are planned 
to commence on 16th January 2012 and will last 3 days. 
These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: approaching from the East, West along B2027 
Penshurst Road, North and East along Camp Hill. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate carriageway 
patching. 


PROSPECT ROAD SEVENOAKS - (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Prospect 
Road Junction Quakers Hall Lane, Sevenoaks. 

The Order will become effective on 15th January 2012 
and will be in operation and remain valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months; the works are planned 
to commence on 16th January 2012 and will last 2 
weeks. These restrictions will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Quakers Hall Lane, Cobden Road. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate gas mains 
replacement. 


STATION ROAD (BLOWERS HILL) COWDEN - 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council hereby make 

an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 

Station Road (Blowers Hill) from the Railway Bridge to 

Junction of Cow Lane. 

The Order will become effective on 02 January 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to commence 07 
January 2012 and will last 8 weeks. These restrictions 
will be effective when the appropriate signage is in 
place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Cow Lane, Cowden Pound Road, Hartfield Road, 
Station Road. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate water mains 
replacements. 


:\ 


HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway 


FAIRFIELD ROAD, NEW ROMNEY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Fairfield Road, New Romney , on or after 3 January 

2012 for up to 8 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Cannon Street and Oak Lodge Road. 

The alternative route is via Fairfield Road, George Lane, 
A259 Dymchurch Road, St Mary’s Road and Fairfield 
Road. 


GRIMSTON AVENUE AND WESTBOURNE GARDENS, 
FOLKESTONE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of sewer repairs, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Grimston 

Avenue and Westbourne Gardens, Folkestone, on or 

after 3 January 2012 for up to 4 days or until the works 

have been completed. 

GRIMSTON AVENUE will be closed at the junction with 
Sandgate Road. 

The alternative route is via Bouverie Road West and 
Earls Avenue. 

WESTBOURNE GARDENS will be closed at the western 
junction with Sandgate Road. 

The alternative route is via the eastern junction with 
Sandgate Road. 


HIGH STREET, HYTHE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on High Street, Hythe, on or after 3 January 2012 for an 

estimated period up to 26 weeks or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed in rolling phases working from 
Douglas Avenue towards Bank Street. 

There is no alternative route. Local businesses have 
been consulted to make alternative arrangements for 
deliveries. 

The Order which made Theatre Street a No Through 
Road will be suspended whilst the works are being 
carried out between Douglas Avenue and Theatre Street, 
with its through use limited to deliveries. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Swale 


STONE LEVEL CROSSING, BUCKLAND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to replace rails, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Stone Level Crossing, Buckland, Faversham on or after 

22 January 2012 for up to 2 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The planned closure times are from Sunday 22 January 
2012 at 1.50 am until Monday 23 January 2012 at 4.10 
am. 

Lower Road will be closed at Stone Level Crossing. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Buckland Farm Road and Elverton Lane. 
The alternative route is via Lower Road, Lower Norton 
Lane, A2 London Road, Four Oaks Road and Lower 
Road. 


VICARAGE LANE, LOWER HALSTOW 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of water mains replacement works, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Vicarage Lane, Lower Halstow, on or after 3 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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January 2012 for up to 6 weeks or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
School Lane and The Street. 

The alternative route is via School Lane and The 
Street. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Thanet 


SEVENSCORE LEVEL CROSSING, MINSTER 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To enable Network Rail to carry out level crossing 
maintenance, Kent County Council has made an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on Sevenscore Level 
Crossing, Minster, from 7 January 2012 as shown 
below. 

Ebbsfleet Lane will be closed in the vicinity of the 
level crossing. 

The planned closure times are from Saturday 7 
January 2012 at 2.00 am until Monday 9 January 
2012 at 2.00 am. 

There is no alternative route, as the road is now a No 
Through Road. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, THANET) 

(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING 
PLACES) (CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMENT NO 39) 
ORDER 2012 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
propose to make the above named Order under 
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 
35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after 
consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The effect of the Order will be:- 

Grange Road, Ramsgate 

No waiting at any time (double yellow lines). 

On the western side between points 15m and 55m 
south of the junction with Ellington Road (to the 
existing bus stop) 

On the eastern side from the junction with Ellington 
Road for a distance of 28m in a southerly direction. 
Full details are contained in the draft Order which, 
together with the relevant plans, any Orders 
amended by the proposals and a statement of 
reasons for proposing to make the Order may be 
examined on Mondays to Fridays at Kent Highway 
Services, Javelin Way 

Ashford, TN24 8DH, and at Thanet District Council, 
Cecil Street, Margate. 

If you wish to offer support for or object to the 
proposed Order you should send the grounds in 
writing to the Development Planning Manager, 
Highways and Transportation, Kent County Council, 
Javelin Way, Ashford, TN24 8AD 
or by email to td.eastkent@kent.gov.uk 
by noon on Monday 23 January 2012 
In the Borough of Tonbridge & Mailing 


A 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(COACH ROAD, IGHTHAM) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intend to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Coach Road Ightham, between 
Sandy Lane and Pine tree Lane on or after Monday 
16th January 2012 when required for a period of up to 
2 weeks or until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via Ismay Road, Back Lane 
and Sandy Lane. 

Kent Highways Services apologise for any 
inconvenience caused but it is necessary for work to 
be carried out to install new gully’s, frames and 
covers. Should you require any further information 
about these works, their contact is Alastair Coleman 
on 07500080065. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tunbridge Wells 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(GIBBETT LANE, HORSMONDEN) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Gibbett Lane outside of number 2 
on or after Monday 16th January 2012 for a period of 
up to 10 days or until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via B2162 Maidstone Road, 
Brenchley Road, Furnace Lane, Gibbett Lane. 

UK Power Networks apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these essential works that are necessary 
to provide a new service. Should you require any 
further information about these works, the contact is 
Derek Petts of TMS Traffic Management Company 
Limited on 01622 632519 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(A26 ST JOHN’S ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS) 

(SUSPENSION OF BUS LANE) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order to suspend the bus lane on 
A26 St John’s Road between Woodbury Park Road 
and the roundabout on or after Monday 16th January 
2012 when required for a period of up to 5 days or 
until such works are complete. 

South East Water apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these essential works that are necessary 
to install a new water supply. Should you require any 
further information about these works, the contact is 
Amelia Fauklin of Clancy Docwra on 01634 873084. 


John Burr 

Director Kent Highways 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 1st January 2012 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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PLANNING 


BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 

1990 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 

CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority 
has received the following applications which are 
being advertised to ascertain the views of persons 
living near the sites and other interested parties. The 
proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a 
designated Conservation Area (Section 73) of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed 
Building or it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to 
which Part III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) applies. 

5. The application does not accord with the provisions 
of the Development Plan. 

6..This application may be of wider public interest. 

7. This application affects trees covered by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

8. This application is accompanied as an 
Environmental Statement. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE 
FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
MADE BY 18 January 2012 

SW/11/0918 & 

SW/11/0919: 

5 replacement windows on principle elevation, 1 
replacement window on north elevation, 1 
replacement window on east elevation and 1 new 
window on east elevation where previously 
bricked-up - The Old Farmhouse, Lower Hartlip 
Road, HARTLIP; - REASON 2 
SW/11/0999 & 

SW/11/1000: 

Replacement of white UP VC external front door 
with a Victorian style malton glazed hardwood 
door - 51 St Marys Road, FAVERSHAM; - 
REASON 1 
SW/11/1376: 

Part change of use to Bed & Breakfast - 104 The 
Street, BOUGHTON; REASON 1 
SW/11/1435: 

Conservation Area Consent for the demolition of 
redundant water tower and pumping station - The 
Water Tower, Trinty Road, SHEERNESS; 
REASON 1 
SW/11/1464 & 

SW/11/1562: 

Garage and domestic storage outbuilding rebuild - 
Homestall Farmhouse, Homestall Road, 
DODDINGTON; REASON 2 


Variation of condition 3 of planning permission 
NK/8/59/49 to allow the caravans to be occupied 
between 1st March and 3rd January in any year - 
Central Beach Holiday Park, Grove Avenue, 
LEYSDOWN; REASON 3 & 4 
SW/11/1524: 

Listed Building Consent for removal of modern 
porch - Town Place Cottage, Throwley Road, 
Belmont, FAVERSHAM; REASON 2 
SW/11/1525: 

Variation of Condition (5) of application reference 
NK/8/50/101 to extend the season from eight 
months to ten months for the period from 1st 
March to 3rd January in each year - Shurland Dale 
(Former Bramley Park), Second Avenue, 
EASTCHURCH; REASON 3 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from 
Planning Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale 
House, East Street, Sittingbourne, where copies of 
the applications and all documents submitted with 
them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this 
address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 



Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received the following 
applications which are being advertised to ascertain the views of persons living near the 
sites and other interested parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated Conservation Area (Section 
73) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) applies. 

5. The application does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

7. This application affects trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order. 

8. This application is accompanied as an Environmental Statement. 
REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BY 18 January 2012 

SW/11/1147: 

Change of use from multi occupancy to two 2 bedroom flats - 5 Station Road, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/11/1286: 

Change of use of ground and first floors from a print making workshop and art 
gallery to 2 two bedroom self contained flats - 99 Ospringe Road, FAVERSHAM; 
REASON 1 
SW/11/1385: 

Retrospective application for single storey rear extension - 7 Cremer Place, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 4 
SW/11/1441 

Single storey side extension - Wickham House, TUNSTALL; REASON 1 
SW/11/1421: 

Single storey rear extension - 15 Edith Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/11/1504: 

Replace existing kitchen window - 48 The Mall, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/11/1513: 

Erection of 2 elevator systems adjacent to two grainstores - New Hook Farm, Lower 
Road, EASTCHURCH; REASON 4 
SW/11/1521 

Variation of condition (ii) of planning permission NK/4/79/71 to allow occupation of 
caravans from 1st March to 3rd January in any year - Brookside Leisure Park, First 
Avenue, EASTCHURCH; REASONS 3 &4 
SW/11/1526: 

Proposed extension to farm managers bungalow - The Keepers Bungalow, Little 
Sharsted, Sharsted Road, DODDINGTON; REASON 2 
SW/11/1560: 

Change of use, extension and alterations to part of former cold store building to 
ground floor class B2 use for meat preparation and first floor class B1 business use - 
Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, OSPRINGE 
SW/11/1573: 

Single storey rear extension and conversion of loft space - 108 Upper Brents, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/11/1574 & 

SW/11/1575: 

Restoration and conversion of coach-house into 2 bedroom dwelling - demolition of 
single storey partly ruined rear extension and part of garden wall - 87 St Anns Cross 
Coach-House, South Road, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1&2 
SW/11/1577 & 

SW/11/1578: 

Construction of two storey and single storey rear extension and renovation works - 1 
Orchard Cottages, 9 Ashford Road, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1&2 
SW/11/1576 & 

SW/11/1579: 

Construction of single storey rear extension and side porch plus minor renovation 
works - 2 Orchard Cottages, 11 Ashford Road, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1&2 
James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/ 11 / 1583 /S - LAKELANDS, CLIPPER LANE, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 OJT - Erection 
of first floor side extensions, rear balcony, conversion of integral garaging to living accommodation and 
erection of entrance gates and walls (resubmission of MA/11/0269). Reason: 1 
MA/ 11 / 2010 /S - CRISBR00K HOUSE, CAVE HILL, T0VIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6DU - Change of use 
of land for the stationing of a container for the storage of equipment and tools in association with the 
maintenance of ponds and land in the lower Loose Valley. Reason: 1,2 

MA/ 11 / 2080 /N - 29 TO 39, ST FAITHS STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1LJ - Proposed extension and 
refurbishment of 6 No. almshouses, including demolition of existing single storey rear extensions. 

Reason: 1,2 

MA/ 11 / 2093 /N - 29 TO 39, ST FAITHS STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1LJ - Listed building consent 
for proposed extension and refurbishment of 6 No. almshouses, including demolition of existing single 
storey rear extensions. Reason: 3 

MA/ 11 / 2103 /S - BARHAM COURT, TONBRIDGE ROAD, TEST0N, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 5BZ - 
Variation of condition 1 of planning permission MA/04/2335 to allow for amplified music to be played 
outside the building on a maximum of three days per calendar year. Reason: 1 , i 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 15 th January 2012 , 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 1st January 2012 



PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 


PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
& VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF SWALE 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZU 1 , 
SITTINGBOURNE 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZU 1 ) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 , SECTION 14 ( 1 ), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Public Footpath ZU1 between NGR TQ 918 650, just 
south of the new Milton Creek Road crossing, and 
NGR TQ 919 652, Church Wharf, from the 16th 
January 2012. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before mid 
May 2012. 

The path is to be closed because works are planned 
on or near it and there is a likelihood of danger to 
users. 

The alternative route is available and will be marked 
locally as work progresses and will be signed for the 
duration of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Michael Ellis 

Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta Flouse 

County Flail 

Maidstone 

Kent 

MEM 1XX Dated: 1st January 2012 

This document is available in alternative formats 
and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (MOn-Fri 8am- 
8pm) or visit 

www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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Omid Djalili is back 
on stage for his 
much-anticipated 
Tour Of Duty 

SEE PAGE 33 



SWEET 

TREATS 

Furry friend enjoys 
a truly enriching 
birthday present 

SEE PAGE 36 


Kent Weekend 



plus: The star qualities of a landmark restaurant - food and drink p35 
Green credentials of new development policy questioned - property p38 
Audi knows less is more with its stylish facelift to the A5 - driving p41 
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AIRPORTCONNECTIONS 




Chauffeur Driven Minibus / Coach / Car^r^ * 

SHUTTLE SERVICE 

No drama, no fuss, no hassle, 
no stress, no parking!" 

GATWICK & 

HEATHROW DAILY 
FOR JUST... 


£401 £75 


per person 


0T 




£120 1 £65 

tW °sPnl?<P le 






COLLECTION TIMES FROM 


02:00 04:00 09:00 13:00 


PICK UP POINTS 


Margate 

Ramsgate 

Broadstairs 

Birchington 

Westgate 

Sandwich 

Deal 


Dover 

Folkestone 

Herne Bay 

Whitstable 

Faversham 

Canterbury 

Ashford 



RETURN FROM HEATHROW 


08:00 10:00 15:00 19:00 


RETURN FROM GATWICK 


08:45 10:45 15:45 19:45 


Opening hours 

Mon - Fri 0700 - 1800 / Sat & Sun - 0900 - 1500 


www.connections4you.net 


Tel: 01843 823007/ 823700 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Omid Djalili 


Above and beyond the call of duty 

Joe Bill meets the funnyman whose Latest show Leaves the audience with something crazy 



F ROM a bit-part extra in The 

Mummy to having his own show on 
BBC One, Omid Djalili has become a 
household name in just a few short 
years. 

Now one of Britain’s most 
recognised faces, British Iranian Djalili is about 
to take time out of his busy schedule to do what 
he loves most, stand-up comedy. 

His Tour Of Duty schedule is Djalili’s first for 
almost four years, but that is not surprising 
considering he has bagged two series of his own 
sketch-show on the BBC as well as cropping 
up in films like Gladiator and Pirates Of The 
Caribbean. 

Anyone who has already seen him live knows 
Djalili is proud of his heritage but happy to poke 
fun at both himself and a number of politically- 
sensitive topics. 

Djalili has won Time Out, South Bank Show 
and Emma Awards for his comedy and has been 
a Perrier Nominee, so why has he come back to 
stand-up only now? 

He said: “Last Christmas, I did a corporate 
gig, which can be notoriously difficult, and I 
was so nervous I couldn’t go on. 

“I hadn’t done a gig in about a year. The 
event organisers were getting nervous that I 
wouldn’t go on, so they cited all kinds of legality 
at me if I failed to perform. 

“As I took to the stage my mind was telling 
me ‘You’re going to die. You’re just a fat, 
needy man pleading for attention. You have 
no integrity and the act has no artistic merit. 
That’s why I’m here, for the money, not 
because I care or they care. They don’t even like 
me’. 

“Then the opening joke got more laughs 
than I’d expected. I started thinking ‘They’re 
laughing cos you’re famous, not because you’re 
funny’. It was at that moment I thought ‘Wow. 
They’re laughing and I’m not even funny. I’m 
going on tour’.” 

And Djalili has not been idle in the interim; 
he has made two seasons of his own comedy 
show for BBC One, as well as starring as Fagin 
in the West End production of Oliver. 

Known for his cultural observations and 


sharp wit on political issues, the title of his 
new tour is no surprise. He said: “I put out a 
not-so-serious message on Twitter about what 
to call the show and I got about 200 responses, 
many of them very clever. 

“It hadn’t jumped out at me straight away, 
but I saw the very first response back was Tour 
Of Duty and I liked it. Reminded me of peace¬ 
keeping forces and the fact someone once said 
I was a bridge between East and West and I 
thought ‘Yes, I’m a bridge, and it’s about time 
I started charging a toll. £1 for cars, £2 for 
lorries and £17 for Smart cars. See how smart 
they feel now’.” 

Responsible for two highly-acclaimed 


DVDs already, Djalili has worked hard on 
his new show to keep up his standards. 

He said: “It’s based on an Eleanor Roosevelt 
quote about the different levels of thinking. 

She said ‘Great minds talk about ideas, average 
minds talk about events, and small minds only 
talk about other people’. 

“In stand-up, you do all those things - you 
talk about other people, you make sense of 
events and you elevate lofty ideas. Once you 
have set up the concept that great minds think 
about ideas, then you can say things like 
‘Doesn’t Ed Miliband look like Wallace from 
Wallace and Gromit?”’ 

It is often the content of his fast-paced shows 


that gets people talking as Djalili takes on the 
role of controversial characters and uses his 
knowledge and background to poke fun at 
sensitive situations, including the tensions 
in the Middle East. 

He said: “There’s an awful lot to talk about. 
After 9/11,1 was saying ‘Hold your horses. 

Not everyone in the Middle East is a terrorist. 
Leave Sikh people alone. They’re being attacked 
just because they wear turbans! They’ve got 
nothing to do with it’. I was trying to find sanity 
in the madness.” 

“There are so many different levels to what 
is happening in the Middle East. With profound 
transformation in Egypt, Bahrain, Syria and 
Libya, the people of Dubai have a very British 
attitude to revolution: marching on the streets 
chanting ‘What do we want?’ Democracy! 
When do we want it? After Happy Hour!’.” 

Making an audience think is one thing, but 
the comedian feels duty-bound to send his 
audiences home with a warm glow. 

He said: “I think it’s important to ask yourself 
‘What should the audience feel at the end?’. 

“When I first saw stand-up, watching a bloke 
in jeans and a T-shirt at the Comedy Store by 
the mic and talking, I used to think ‘Oh do 
something! Dance, move around, change the 
lighting, use music, do a few accents, change 
the pace, sing, wear a dress’. 

“There was nothing wrong with stand-up 
and it’s a noble art form, but I noticed every 
time I watched stand-up my sense of art and 
creativity was always outraged. 

“That’s why I want people to come away 
with the feeling that yes, we’re all struggling, 
individually, mentally, emotionally, culturally, 
globally, but we’re struggling together. And 
that’s a good thing. So why not dance or do 
something crazy at the end? Leave the audience 
with something, anything. I’d shoot a cat out of 
my backside every night if I could make it work 
in the budget.” 

• Omid Djalili is at the Assembly Hall 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, on Thursday, 
February 16, at 8pm. Tickets cost £19 
from www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or 
the box office on 01892 530 613. 
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The NEW Kent BRIDE 
magazine is on sale now 




► £1,000 off your wedding 

► £250 Wedding outfit voucher 

► 2 bridal bouquets up to the value of £130 each 

► Anniversary weekend worth £320 

► Bridal hair package worth £430 

► £350 towards your wedding cake 

► £200 towards a tiara or piece of jewellery 

► Wedding Security up to the value of £1000 

► £150 Wedding Lingerie 


Kent BRIDE is on sale now at all good retail outlets or call 01303 817072 to order for home delivery. 
You can also order your copy online by visiting: WWW.buyamag.CO. Uk/kefltbride 


More great wedding ideas at: www.weddingsite.co.uk 


ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 
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The walking 
artist reveals 

Hamish Fulton 

Turner Contemporary, 
Margate 

Tue, January 17, to Mon, May 7 
01843 233 000 


THIS is Hamish Fulton’s 
first one-man show in a UK 
public gallery since 2002. 

The exhibition brings together 
works from the early 1970s 
to the present, including a 
new film of a group walk in 
Margate commissioned by 
Turner Contemporary in the 
lead-up to the opening of the 
gallery. 

Based in Kent, Fulton has 
made walking the basis of his 
art for the past three decades, 
producing photography, text 
and sketches that evolve from 
the experience of solo and 
group walks. He describes 
himself as a "walking artist". 
Also on show is a group of 
prints, photo-text pieces and 
woodworks, many of which 
have not been exhibited in the 
UK before. 

For more information on the 
display, you can visit 
www.turnercontemporary.org. 



The older New 
Romantics 

Level 42 

Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

Tickets on sale now 
0844 8713015 
www.leascliffhall.co.uk 


LEGENDARY band Level 
42 have announced a gig at 
Folkestone's Leas Cliff Hall as 
part of their 2012 UK tour. 

The group took the 80s by 
storm with their brand of 


bass-driven jazz funk, wedge 
haircuts, pegged trousers and 
sharp shoes. They led UK soul 
acts that for a time changed 
the face of the street scene 
in Britain, dovetailing with the 
start of the New Romantic 
movement and Two Tone. 
Their success in record and 
ticket sales, chart positions 
and awards was started by 
hits like Running In The Family, 
Lessons In Love, Leaving 
Me Now, Hot Water and 
Something About You. 

The show is on Monday, 
October 8, 2012. Tickets are 
priced at £27. 


Who let the 
droll dog out? 

Rufus Hound 

Winter Gardens, Margate 

Tickets on sale now 
01843 292795 
margatewintergardens.co.uk 


RUFUS Hound, star of ITV’s 
comedy panel show Celebrity 
Juice, has announced a date 
at Margate's Winter Gardens. 
The funnyman, who also stars 
alongside John Sergeant 


and Marcus Brigstock in 
Argumental on digital channel 
Dave, will head to the coast as 
part of his new UK tour. 

Hound has become known for 
his sarcastic tongue and ability 
to crowd-please whatever 
he does on stage... this has 
included stripping to his pants. 
Tickets are now on sale for 
the much-awaited show that 
comes to the seaside on Friday, 
March 9. 

Seats cost £17.50 and are 
available from the box office on 
01843 292 795 or online from 
www.margatewintergardens. 
co.uk. 




Games fans’ paradise 

It’s time for the GEEK 


Winter Gardens, Margate 

Wednesday to Sunday, February 15-19 
01843 292795 

www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 


IN a first for Kent, Margate has secured an 
exhibition for games fans and electronics buffs. 
The Games Expo East Kent, or GEEK, exhibition 
is a contemporary event developed to celebrate 
the culture of videogaming and attract national 
attention to the regeneration of the area, as well 
as celebrate Britain's videogame heritage. 

GEEK 2012 is built around an interactive day 
featuring more than 150 playable consoles, 
networked PCs and thousands of games. 

The Winter Gardens will host the main exhibition 
showcasing the history of video games from 
the earliest examples to the most recent 
blockbusters. 

Tickets are priced at £12. 


- Chas Cole for CMP Entertainr 


h Virtually Pop presents 
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GREATESTJIITS 

W 03tLQ fOUK.2012 - ** fta ? 2 

Sunday 22 January 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS ASSEMBLY 

01892 530 613 • 0844 844 0444 

www.rumoursfm.com 


Quality Without Compromise 


A selection of more then 50 dishes to 

choose from 4 different countries all under one roof 

All you can eat on fixed price 

Lunch from £ 6.45 • Dinner from £1 0.95 


Chinese, Indian, Thai, Napalese, Malaysian 
96 High Street, Tonbridge TN9 1AP I 01732 361666 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 

BEAT THE CREDIT CRUNCH! 


Lots of vintage & retro bargains 


Telephone 01732 456196 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


23loomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 

AS SEEN 
ON 



BOOK NOW 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotel. com 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 
from £334 delivered 

W4 

Specialising in 

u *J 

Country Kiln 

• A 

Wood Burning and 


Multi Fuel Stoves 

r i i 

T. 01560 483 966 


www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



It pays to advertise 

Call 01303 817150 www.kentnews.co.uk 

archant} kos media 




New Holidayhome... 
New Lifestyle... 

New Location... 

New Romney 
Caravan Park 


Make Your 
Dreams 
A Reality 

Experience an award 
winning secluded family 
run park set in the 
glorious Kent countryside 
where everyday is a new 
experience 

Luxurious holiday 
homes available 
from £6995 
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Will Young pops by 

Songs in the forest 

Bedgebury Pinetum, near Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday, June 23, 2012 
03000 680400 
www.forestry.gov.uk/music 


HOT off the back of a sold-out UK tour and 
No 1 album, Will Young has announced a tour 
of the nation’s forests next year as part of 
Forestry Commission Live Music. 

The singer will be playing Bedgebury Pinetum 
and Forest on Saturday, June 23. 

In the 10 years since winning Pop Idol, Young 
has sold more than nine million records and 
crafted some of the deftest British music of his 
era. A succession of hits including Leave Right 
Now, Light My Fire, All Time Love and Changes 
from albums like From Now On, Friday's Child 
and Keep On has ensured a chart presence 
across the decade. 

Tickets cost £35 and are on sale now. 


Jimbo’s back 
Want to see a 
real legend? 

Winter Gardens, 

Margate 

01843 292795 

www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 


COMEDIAN Jim Davidson is 
hitting the road with his 
Legend Tour and tickets are 
on sale now for his gig at the 
Winter Gardens in Margate on 
Friday, May 4, next year. 


The former Big Break and 
Generation Game presenter 
brings his show to Kent and is 
sure to be as uncompromising 
and near the knuckle as ever. 
One of the UK's most 
recognisable stand-ups, 
Davidson has been at the 
centre of controversy with his 
appearances and comments on 
celebrity cheffing reality show 
Hell's Kitchen and is renowned 
for saying exactly what he 
wants when he wants. 

Tickets cost £20, although an 
early-bird deal is available for 
£16 if tickets are bought before 
January 31, 2012. 



Hurry up, get 
your skates on! 

An extra week 

Calverley Grounds, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Until Sunday, January 8 
01892 530613 


SKATERS will be thrilled that 
the ice rink in Calverley 
Grounds, Tunbridge Wells, will 
be open for an extra week, 
until Sunday, January 8. 

The rink will now be open on 


Wednesday, January 4, from 
5.30pm-8.30pm, and 
Thursday to Sunday, January 
5-8, from 9.30am-9.30pm. 

The cost for an hour's skating, 
including hire of skating boots, 
is £7.50 for children and £9.50 
for adults. A family ticket is 
£30.60 and a parent-and- 
toddler session is £7. The rink 
will be open from 9.30am to 
9.30pm, with last admission 
at 8.30pm. 

To book tickets, visit www. 
tunbridgewellsatchristmas. 
com, call in at the ticket office 
in Calverley Grounds, or phone 
01892 530613. 



Festive twist 
to city’s tales 

Spin on history 

Canterbury Tales, Canterbury 

Until Tuesday, January 3 
01227 784600 
www.canterburytales.co.uk 


THE Wife of Bath is puckering 
up under the mistletoe 
as part of an alternative 
pilgrimage being offered at 
the Canterbury Tales visitor 
attraction this Christmas. 
Visitors en route from the 
Tabard Inn in London to 
Canterbury to visit Thomas 
Becket's tomb will be 
challenged to complete a 
Christmas-themed word 
search using visual and audio 
clues located in the various 
Medieval streets. 

Everyone who successfully 
completes the word search 
will receive a small tasty treat 
and be entered into a prize 
draw to win family tickets 
to The Canterbury Tales' 
five award-winning sister 
attractions, including Kent Life. 
The Christmas Trail through 
the Canterbury Tales will run 
through the seasonal holiday 
until Tuesday, January 3. 


FOOD & DRINK 


Flavours of Kent 
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Dining experience reveals restaurant has star 
potential of its own, despite one little slip-up 


SINCE opening almost three years ago, Folke¬ 
stone’s Ouarterhouse has become a popular 
entertainment and business hub in an area 
perhaps once written off by locals. 

Located in Tontine Street, which a decade ago 
was classed as one of the less desirable parts of 
town, the dramatic, state-of-the-art building, 
designed by award-winning Alison Brooks 
Architects as part of the Creative Foundation’s 
arts-led regeneration project, is quite clearly the 
star of this part of Folkestone. 

Headline acts including comedians Jack Dee, 
Michael McIntyre and Sean Lock, as well as 
upcoming artists such as rap group Foreign 
Beggars, are just a handful of the long list of 
entertainers to have performed at the venue. 

Countless films have also been screened and 
business suites and exhibition space are avail¬ 
able for the creative crowd. 

Friends of mine spoke especially highly of the 
restaurant. 

But this led me to wonder: can a restaurant in 
a building that has chosen to be everything to 
everyone - a bar, eatery, music venue, performing- 
arts space, conference facility, business centre 
and cinema - ever be as successful as a venue 
that functions solely a restaurant? 

So, while the sensible people of Folkestone 
were tucked up indoors avoiding the horrific 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



weather that had descended on the Kent coast, I 
decided to find out for myself. 

Unfortunately, while the sparse decor, high 
ceilings and huge windows of the restaurant 
would be perfect for a spring or summer’s 
evening, with the strong winds and rain batter¬ 
ing down outside, it felt cold and exposed. 

With the restaurant set on the first floor, how¬ 
ever, you do get a sweeping view of the street be¬ 
low and, while sat at my table, I started to notice 
external artwork, such as the huge illuminated 
text sculpture by artist Nathan Coley on the roof 
of the Old Post Office which spells out ‘Heaven is a 
place where nothing ever happens’ in big light- 


bulbs, which I probably would not have ever 
noticed had I not gone to Ouarterhouse, 

The menus offered us two courses for £14.95 
or three for £17.95, as well as the choice of sep¬ 
arate dishes. 

My guest and I chose the three-course option: 
me, starting with the antipasti platter (£5.50) - 
prosciutto, salami, fresh figs, buffalo mozzarella, 
marinated olives, home-made focaccia, oven- 
roasted tomato dip and a rocket-and-spinach salad 
- then fresh rope-grown mussels mariniere-style 
(£10.95), finishing with sticky toffee pudding 
with butter sauce and vanilla ice-cream (£4.50). 

My guest started with focaccia with buffalo 
mozzarella and game salami (£4.95), then pasta 
with mussels and bacon in an Arrabbiata sauce 
(£10.95), followed by a mocha panna cotta and 
Italian biscuits (£4.50). We also ordered a bottle 
of Sauvignon Blanc (£12.50). 

Both starters were faultless, cooked to perfect¬ 
ion with generous portions and tasting as though 
they had come straight out of an authentic 
Italian kitchen. 

Our main dishes followed and my dining com¬ 
panion’s was delicious... perfectly cooked with 
just a hint of chilli, and juicy mussels scattered 
throughout the pasta. 

But, unfortunately, the mariniere sauce that 
came with my own tasty mussels was too oily 


and, despite beautifully-cooked bread and 
crunchy home-made chips to dip in, I was una¬ 
ble to finish it. The mussels were delicious, 
though - the chef was just slightly too heavy- 
handed with the oil. 

The desserts were as delightful as the starters 
and, despite not being one for sponge puddings, 
my sticky toffee pudding went down a treat. 

Although my mussels disappointed, this did 
not take away from the fact that the food at 
Ouarterhouse is fresh, beautifully cooked and 
exceptionally tasty. 

The decor is a little sparse for my liking, but 
those with a creative eye would no doubt see the 
beauty in a restaurant that seemed a touch bar¬ 
ren to me. And the friendly, chatty staff should 
not be overlooked... professional and smiley 
despite being in an almost empty restaurant 
with the rain lashing down outside. 

Ouarterhouse’s restaurant should be able to 
attract crowds in its own right and not just those 
visiting to see a band or show. 

Our final bill was £48.40. 

Marijke Cox 


■ Ouarterhouse 

Tontine Street, Folkestone CT20 1JR 
Telephone: 01303 858540 
www.quarterhouse.co.uk/foodanddrink 
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Local talent is 
wired for sound 

Unsigned acts 

Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday, January 14 
01892 530613 


THE Assembly Hall Theatre 
is hosting a new live-music 
event for unsigned local bands 
looking to make a break into 
the business. 

The Wired show will include 


performances from Intraverse, 
Fearless Vampire Killers, 

Sorrel Nation, Alice Amelia and 
Guy Osborn. 

Headliners Intraverse, pictured, 
boast rock-solid rhythms and 
two diamond-edged guitars as 
funky as they are heavy. 

Their release Please Don’t 
Share Your Kisses has climbed 
the iTunes chart, the band 
recently released a video for 
Grant Me Permission, while 
they played the Download 
festival during the summer. 
Tickets cost £6.50 and 
are available at www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


A sweet day 
for Tyson 

Honey treats 

Howletts Wild Animal Park, 
Bekesbourne 

0844 8424647 
www.aspinallfoundation.org 


KEEPERS at Howletts Wild 
Animal Park have helped 
Tyson the honey badger 
celebrate his birthday with 
some sweet enrichment in the 
form of honey. 


Head-keeper Jim Vassie said: 
"Tyson is a favourite here with 
keepers and visitors alike. His 
seventh birthday gave us the 
opportunity to provide him 
with some birthday-themed 
enrichment in the form 
of presents filled with his 
favourite honey." 

However, the population of 
honey badgers is in decline as 
they are frequently caught in 
traps left by beekeepers and 
poultry-farmers. 

Visitors to Howletts will be 
able to see Tyson as often as 
they wish with the Passport 
ticket that lasts all year. 



You can reach 
for the stars 

Walk and gaze 

Kearsney, Dover 

Saturday, January 21 
01304 241806 
From 5pm-6.30pm 


THE White Cliffs Countryside 
Partnership will be holding 
atronomy-for-beginners 
walks as they take visitors 
stargazing across the 
countryside. 

Sit or stand as you are given 
a guided talk about what can 
be observed in the night sky. 
Search for constellations, 
planets and the milky way, 
while maybe you'll see a 
meteor if you're lucky. 

If you have binoculars or a 
telescope, bring them along, 
but note that the event will not 
go ahead if it is thick cloud or 
raining heavily. 

Visitors are advised to dress 
warmly with plenty of layers 
and bring chairs, blankets for 
warmth and a torch. 

The meeting point is Kearsney 
Abbey cafe car park, Kearsney, 
Dover. The talk will last an 
hour and a half but may go on 
longer if conditions are good. 
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Dance by the shops 

Angelina Ballerina 

Royal Victoria Place, Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday and Sunday, January 7-8 
From llam-4pm 

www.angelinaballerinadance.com 


POP-UP dance studio is bringing its new 
idea to visitors and shoppers at the Royal 
Victoria Place shopping centre in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

It will be providing three- to six-year-olds the 
opportunity to experience dance within their 
usual shopping environment. 

The highlight of the two days will be the 
appearance of Angelina Ballerina herself, which 
will provide a thrilling photographic experience 
for both the children and their parents. 

Angelina Ballerina will also join in the dancing 
as well as host original competitions and other 
activities such as storytelling and colouring 
sessions during the two days. 



Dream a little Dream... 


Choose Freedom ~ Choose Adventure ~ Choose Life 


Used Motorhome & Caravan Sales 

Motorhome & Caravan Servicing & Repairs ~ Sell for cash or use our Tried & Trusted Brokerage Service ~ Open 7 Days 
The Showroom, Howfield Lane/A28, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 7HG 01227 733557 WWW.choOSeleistire.CO.llk 


Choose 
t Leisure 
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er through ycur local dating service 


08000329100 


place a free ad 


Women Seeking 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 (T&C's be¬ 
low) 

KATIE pretty slim blonde female, 
35, N/S, likes pubs, countryside, 
meals out, seeking outgoing male 
for fun times, maybe relationship. 
Interested? ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 382205 
CLARE petite dark haired attrac¬ 
tive female with lots of interests, 
seeking male for mutual compan¬ 
ionship. Must be respectful and dis¬ 
creet. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 382203 

LISA attractive dental nurse 25, been 
hurt in the past, looking for roman¬ 
tic male, 35-50yrs for loving friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:382201 

SUSIE tactile 33yr old female who 
loves fast cars and motorbikes, 
seeks genuine male prepared to live 
life in the fast lane, 35-50yrs. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
382163 @ 

SARAH 29yr old slim brunette with 
many interests seeks sincere male, 
28-40yrs for fun times and more. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 382161 | 
STEFF 32, slim, hazel eyes, long 
hair, curvy size 10 , likes cosying up, 
cuddles, tickles, sick of being lone¬ 
ly and bored, not looking for com¬ 
plications just love. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 382159 I 
ANN slim blonde female, lovely big 
blue eyes, great personality, out¬ 
going, employed, OHAC, WLTM car¬ 
ing 40’s male for adult fun and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3820851 

MARY fun loving brunette, seek¬ 
ing friendship and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 382689 
BERYL 57, likes fishing, home life, 
seeks gent, 60-65. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 382503 
TALL slim, blonde, blue eyed 
voluptuous female, seeks older 
male, 70 plus for fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 3824531 
TRISHA teacher, blonde, attractive, 
uncomplicated, undemanding, non 
materialist well travelled, likes 
reading, walking, laughing, seeks 
tall, professional male, 60’s for sim¬ 
ple joys. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 379891 

ANGELA Scottish female, dark hair, 
green eyes, attractive, new to the 
area, no ties, OHAC, seeks gentle 
male for good times and more. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 382227 

DAWN young looking slim attrac¬ 
tive fashionable 40’s female, cul¬ 
tured and educated, discreet, 
WLTM genuine male for mutually 
convenient relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 382223 
TIA 38yr old attractive blonde fe¬ 
male, likes keep fit, home life, look¬ 
ing for similar genuine romantic for 
sensual relationship and good 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 382081 f 
WENDY enjoys most things in life 
and is up for anything, whatever you 
fancy? I’m willing to give it a go! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 3820791 


MARIA 47, curly blonde hair, 5ft 6 ins, 
size 14, GSOH, likes reading, walks, 
WLTM kind, friendly, fun loving gent. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3805091 

SUSAN 53,5ft 3ins, slim, likes cin¬ 
ema, theatre, meals out, looking for 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380317 

GWEN lovely dark haired, dark blue 
eyed slim sensual female with 
GSOH, WLTM male 35-50 for fun 
dates and romantic nights in togeth¬ 
er. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3804431 

DEBBIE dark haired passionate 
classy, discreet female looking for 
professional intelligent male want¬ 
ing mutual companionship. Can ac¬ 
commodate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380441 | 

DEBORAH 38 missing that special 
someone in my life. Call me, even 
if you’re not the one I guarantee 
we will still have loads of fun! Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3804391 

FEMALE 74, 5ft 1 ins, artistic, ver¬ 
satile, seeks nice caring gent for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 3784651 
LADY late 50’s, new to area, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
378403 

WANNA spend Chrimbo with a big 
busty bimbo? Tracy separated and 
looking for Mr Fun! Come on you 
have to lose. Call me. Any age/looks. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380009 


ANITA 58, 5ft 3ins, auburn hair, CARMEL blonde brown eyed girl, NATALIE blonde blue eyed nurse, 
green eyes, likes swimming, bowl- employed with OHAC, likes meals 39yrs medium build, no ties, life is 
ing, shows, holidays, walks, seeks out, walking, looking for loving re- good but I’m missing someone to 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box lationship with caring down to earth love and lust after. Can you help? 
No: 387416 male. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

KATH slim, petite size 10, hardwork- ~ ° x98 9.?.91. 97.9999.1. 

ing attractive, OHAC, seeking lov- HANNAH 34 slim petite green eyed AUDREY recently widowed, seeks 
ing romantic guy to enjoy cosy nights single mum with many interest, seek- lonely gent for friendship and con- 
in cuddling up with a dvd and glass ing discreet older male for mutual versation. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
ofwine. Tel No: 09065157112 Box companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 Box No: 381213 

N° : .?. 81 .7.? 9 . .71 1 .2.B?xNo:379977. ALICE 30’s female, slim, lovelysmile, 

JULIE late 70’s, petite, widowed, SAM 35, green eyed voluptuous, not that happy at the moment but 
seeks gent with car and GSOH who busty, loves football, theatre, trav- hoping you might change that, 
loves animals. Tel No: 0906 515 el, red wine, WLTM older male up you’ve nothing to loose? Call me. 
7112 Box No: 379277 SB to 65yrs for sensual relationship. Tel ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 

TANYA 28, beautiful black single 0906 515 7112 Box No: No:379201. 

mum, very body confident and all 979979. LISA sexy blonde 31yrs, extreme- 

out of love. Lonely and looking for MEL tall curvy attractive blonde, loves ly fit and outgoing, seeking male for 
good company with experienced re- cosy nights in with a good bottle of casual friendship with benefits, 
spectful man. Any age/looks. Tel No: wine, looking for some male atten- Discretion assured. Any age/looks. 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381727 tion and company. Tel No: 0906515 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


HI genuine, fun to be with male? 7^2 Box. No: 379971.. 380879 . . TAM MY you rig 31 yr old good "look- SASHA 28yr old beautiful surfer 6 ft, 

Mam a. . O A a 1 :. .a mI : A A^A a! I am a I ^ ^ IS I K 1 n «-»/-»i 11 m n + « rim T D 1 C LI 4 - • 11 rtllrvi /-»»-»Art i II 'll I ■ I ■ nflOfi lOOKI T 3 fl TOT Tl J r"l I n ITI I l\A kl O 11 



ELIZABETH inde¬ 
pendent, no ties, sol¬ 
vent, fit and healthy, 
looking for similar passion¬ 
ate male, any age/looks for 
companionship. Tel No: 0901 
515 7112 Box No: 375161 |) 
SANDRA green eyed slim 
brunette, loves to keep fit, very 
competitive, seeks reliable mature 
male who can look after me and 
be loved in return. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 3751591 
TALL slim, blonde female, kind, 
caring, honest, seeks older male, 
78 plus to treat me well. Tel Nq: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 3782331 


LIFE is too short to live it alone! 


AMANDA cud¬ 
dly 36yr old easygoing 
caring lonely female just 
blonde blue eyed | 00king for , ove with nice g 
bubb y lady looking for similar gen- 30 . 55yrs . Nothing ventured, noth- 

No:378011 Box No. 3751331 


PAUL 42, 


Nancy 39, attractive, discreet, lone- LOOKING for a nice soul mate, din- TRISH tall slim brunette, honest, re¬ 
ly and in need of some much missed ners, drinks, walks, someone who liable, affectionate, OHAC, no ties, 
male attention. Call me Tel No: 0906 enjoys life, I am optimistic, happy, outgoing, loves Indian food, seek- 
515 7112 Box No: 381705 fun, cuddly, slim, red hair, enjoy good ing male 39-50yrs for relationship. 

idcmc iaauiaa *ak hoAMw aa i„pu, f ood, wo rki ng o u t . Tel No: 0906 515 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: urt uByinscu^ui ram uuiyuinu i,. ADI x C a .. * , .. . 

SSSS&SSSS» . 3S9S7. P A T 70 s .’ 5ft, cuddly, seeks male va^iecMnterest^eeksundereta^B 

for romantic evenings in, quiet nights YOUNG free single female, seeks CAROL attractive lady of leisure, sol- 
out, passionate weekends away and male for nights in/out, maybe more, vent, OHAC, WLTM sincere gent will- 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: ing to entertain and share all of life’s 
No: 381701 3884841 naughty indulgences with me. Call 

KERRY 31 outgoing confident with LIDDY28yr old genuine kind heart- ma Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

laid back attitude, looking for relaxed ed girl looking for older male, 34- 9?.9°r.7. 

relationship with tactile male, any 46yrs who can replace the other half TASHA 37, blonde tanned and very 


ing brunette with no ties, seeking bab <r ^“ng for fun initially, hai r/eyes, seeks"' 
fun romantic guy for meals out, m aybe more with fit confident male y 0un g e r female for^f 
cosy nights in and more. No time ^ b °J^ me »f C A-,I?!,!!' l §i : LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
wasters pis. ACA. Tel No: 0906 .°9°9919.7.11 2 . B ? x K?. : .?.7?.197i. 7112 Box No: 381191 | 

919.7112 Box No: 378009. life begins at 40! Pam outgoing V.”*n'|l'eA '"V;"!","' 

athletic brunette, tall, slender and MAF V K . 62 ’ re iable ’ rustworthjM 
for friendship and days out. Tel attractive, WLTM older male with ^'*5?Sny 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: bigpersonalihrforlotsofluntimes. 


Tel No: Q906 515 7112 Box No: 


life with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
' No: 379809 | 


369521j 

JACkIe ' 48 ,' 5 'ft 3ins,' medium build," 97.1.19.9.1 . 

likes animals, nights in/out, walks, ELIZABETH caring, honest, reli- BILL late 50’s, likes good wine, nights 
seeks male, 48-58 for friendship, able, likes most things, seeks old- 0U L seeks similar female. Tel No: 
maybe more, preferably a smok- er gent late 70’s for friendship 0906 515 7112 Box No: 3809531 
er. Tel No: 0?06 515 7112 Box may be more. Tel No: 0906 515 VALL'darkhandMme' male!' 46,' 


age/looks/size or status. Tel No: of me that’s missing. ACA. Tel Nq: pretty, seeks well dressed older male No: 3680391 7112 Box No: 359589 _____ 

fume etc T110 da„ ma. 901C117 none cic -io d A« ma . o7c-i c7 Fl nonu (nr inn mnntn iawIaa • — — — — — .. . seeKS Temaie Tor tu n Times. 


0906 515 7112 Box No: 381697 


6 515 7112 Box No: 375157 


TARA 5ft big blue eyed babe with ALICIA attractive petite female 


with GSOH for fun meets, loving 
treats and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 375605 


STUNNING blonde nurse, 32, fun¬ 
ny and romantic, WLTM uncom- 


Tel Nq 


for companionship and more. Tel to 45yrs for no strings good times 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: and fine wine. Tel No: 0906 515 
369221 7112 Box No: 373107 0 


Men Seeking 


SHIRLEY young looking tall attrac 
tive fit female, OHAC, open-mind¬ 
ed, varied interests seeks tall male 
for genuine dates. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:380005 

BLACK female, 35, GSOH, caring, 
loving, kind, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 376611 | 
CLAIRE 38 blue eyes, blonde, 
voluptuous, curvy, looking for pro¬ 
fessional gent up to 50yrs LTR. Call 
me to meet up for a casual drink 
and chat. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380881 

FEMALE likes coast walks, shop¬ 
ping, gardening, countryside, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3814631 

JACQUELINE 49, medium build, 
brown hair, likes animals, nights 
in/out, coastal walks, seeks male, 
48-58 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3814391 

JAYNE tall blonde, blue eyes, at¬ 
tractive, OHAC, no ties, enjoys nights 
out, romantic nights in, WLTM male 
up to 55yrs for fun times, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381365 0 


ar daddy who is not afraid to spend loves nights in/out, WLTM male for LESLIE 34yr old singleton, fun and 
a little to live a lot! Good times al- adult fun. ACA. can accommodate, vivacious looking for laughs/giggles 
ways guaranteed. Tel No: 0906515 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: with some great company. If you like 
7112 Box No: 381731 375135 0 the sound of me, pis call. Tel No: 

JO bubbly, fun, red hair, green eyes, FOLKESTONE lady 57, likes ani- 99.99.9.19..711.2 B ° x . No: 375579 
5ft 5ins, likes nights out, dvds, seeks mals, walks, drinks, good food, pas- HELEN 34, lonely single mum of one, 
male. Tel No^0906 515 7112 Box sionate, seeks likeminded male. Tel slim, attractive, tall, WLTM male for 
No: 374337 0 n 0 . q 906 515 7112 Box No- friendship maybe developing into 

LOVELY tall slim nurse] very car- 375927® ’ , SOm ^ i : g, S2SS« r 7 * n ^ 9e, ® ,a - 

ing and fun but massing that va-va- suisiE Heeteng M honea guy' lol 378^7 09065157112 Box No ‘ 

voom! Seeks adventurous male f rion Hchin/roiaHnnchin Toi Mn-nonfi . 

who’s up for fun times. Tel No -0906 DONNA 26yrs, blue eyes, blonde, . :v. . py LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 niahts in cookina Lookina for soul 

515 7112 Box No: 374159 1 .919J.1! 2 B ? x .!*>; 375883 0. bored of spending nights in a | one , MICHAEL 58, retired, 6 ft, many in- B y ox No: 382285 | matP^ 

CHERYL vnil^'^’attmrtivp'np‘ CHRIS new t0 area ’ late 50 ’ S ’ slim ’ looking for average looking male, 23- terests, fit, seeks female. Tel No: .; . ■;■■■; . a ® ooRQdnft 

bmnir 9 sto kS mosl 5ft fair hair, seeks female for 55yrs forTLC. Dads welcome. Tel 0906 515 7112 Box No: 382519 PAUL 62, caring, reliable, under- 7112 Box No..388940 0 . 

hfnqi lasraoinq toknqlorLTR Wardship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: ENGLISH male, 70, N/S, sporty, aland,ng, no ties seeks romantic, 31YR old male, wavy hair, GSOH, 

™ NoS 51 9 5 7112 BOX No! 515 7112 Box No: 3787251 ST.?!*?.! . fit.loveslife,laughter,dance.meals B '° r f ee f ks 'T? wi 'J S “ ar "Tm* 8 

380141 0 .. .' . ; . PROFESSIONAL female late 30’s out, seeks lady, age/nationality LTR. Tel No. 0906 515 7112 Box for friendship and dating. Tel No. 

380141 U FULL time vacancy arisen for ooen ^ unimportantformeaningfulfliend- f'~ 


CLAIRE Gorgeous fun loving 0906 515 7112 Box No: 388512 0 
brunette, 29, 5ft4ins, employed, ROMANTIC 'losing male,"thought¬ 
ful caring, seeks similar female for 
LTR, outdoors, country pubs and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381253 0 

58YR old male, loving, caring, 
easygoing, seeks slim-medium build 
female, 45-50 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 

Ladies Text n 1 Chat. Text in RICHARD 5ft 6 ins, dark hair, blue No: 381983 0 . 

now and chat to local people, eyes, 46, likes holidays, theatre, paul brown hair, bl'ue/green eyes’ 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 countryside, walks, cinema, meals 45 , professional, slim, fit, seeks at- 
(T&C's below) out ’ seeks female- 38-63 for hap- tractive female, 35-50 for walks, 

. r..T...r.V.f . AwlTD TaI Ma. none c-ic -7-110 .... .. . 


0906 515 7112 Box No: 381935 


FULL time vacancy arisen for open 

MARIE solvent independent, likes minded male seeking uncomplicat- for serious relationship. Tel IMo: 0906 ship and good enjoyment. Tel No: HOWARD 53, medium build, 6 ft, JOHN 61, reliable, tactile, under- 

meals out, good things in life, GSOH, ed relationship with shm profession- 51 5 7112 Box No: 388370 . 09 .°9.919711. 2 . B . 0 . X . N .°. : .?. 82 . 4 19. 1 dark hair, blue eyes, GSOH, seeks standing, varied interests, seeks ro- 

ectionltemairTelNo oToTsiS nf^morTefNrXfs^?^ JULIEattr^tive slim'blo^ide'blue WITTY attractive, professional female, size 8-14 for friendship, mantic, down to earth, understand- 
7112 BOXNO 3S574 Rnv No 0 eyed beauty, fit with GSOH, profes- male 42, warm, sensitive, caring, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 ing, cuddly lady, 55-67. Tel No: 0906 

. .——... B .? X .9!?.'..971.197.M. sional OHAC, WLTM male for trav- OHAC, seeks a woman who 7112 Box No: 3821291 919.111?. !1.°:.9799.19. 

KATH 41 slim size JO, attractive»and |_YN 58, likes meals out, cinema, hoi- el, good food/wine and mutual over oSeSIS 7T12 bSn^ MALE seeks female for friendship' PHILIP young 58, looking for N/S 

idays, coast, theatre, shows, coun- indulgences. Tel No: 0906 5157112 389 0 i 2 |§ maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 romantic > beautiful lad y’ under 50 ’ 

tryside, pubs, N/S, seeks male. Tel Box No■.379007. —. -. ... 7112 Box No: 388960 0 any race for excitement, love, ro- 


hardworking, likes cosy nights 
in/out, seeks cuddly romantic guy 
for tic and more. Tel No^0906 515 
7112 Box No: 381339 


No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: DIANE successful feisty business PHIL 62 / ca [ ing ’ considerata > .-----. --mance. Own home in France and 

... y . manv intprasts musin travp IVOR 49. ikes snorts, meas out. 


3761871 women Confident" fun°chattv "dos- many interests > music, travel, IVOR 49, likes sports, meals out, England Jove food a nd much more. 

-... eights in, GSOH, seeks caring, lov- seeks female of similar age or Te | N o: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

CARRIE ?5i:"“^^r special someone In^heMife and L ng Younger. Tel No: 0906 515 7! 12379631 1 


28yr old lonely single mum 
all out of love, looking for good com¬ 
pany with male who can tame a con¬ 
fident beautiful sensual lady. Any 
looks. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 3813630 

NINA black beauty, classy 21, loves 
to have lots of fun, seeks older man 
who is willing to come up with a few 
new ideas for adult fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3813610 


TANYA attractive, fit, slim, fun, all 

a hot blooded male wants! Now I —.--- cnpriai .... - 

have your attention, 37yr single fe- er, seeking easygoing confident char- WLTM him. ACA. Tel No: 0906515 9999 919711.7 B .?. x . N .?. : .9.9 2 . 4 .9 9 . Box No: 381897 

male looking for the real deal. Tel acterto pull me! ACA. Tel No:0906 7112 Box No . 3 7g 28 3 MALE 44 likes meals out, cinema, SINCERE aent 68 seeks ladv 50- 

N°- o 0 9 9f 515 7112 Box No: 515 7112 Box No: M0855 . LIBBY 36 ‘ newlVsinqle" no hanq- seeks considerate, outgoing female 60 , intelligent with GSOH. Tel No: 

-- 1 . 999.1 ... SUE long blonde haired slim but curvy ups WLTM outgoing’ male to mo^TelXSes^ 0906 515 7112 Box No: 381827 

CHRISTMAS special! Tia shy pret- pretty female, loves to live life to the wine/dine and forever be mine. Don’t No-389066i 60YR old quv seeks 

ty female 39, seeks outgoing man full, good wine, shopping, seeking missout! Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 ""L---". .-••- b | ack / As j an /o rie ntal ladv for adult 

to coax me out of my shell, for good genuine male 48-60yrs for adult 7112 Box No: 375607 STEVE designer 5ft 10,ns good 

times and old langsynes. Tel Nq: frie ndshiD Tel No- 0906 515 7112 .... looking, seeking friendly lady. Tel f un and friendship. Discretion as- 

0906 515 7112 Box No-381333 0 Taendan 'P o J®' "°- U9Ub 515 711/! REBECCA brown hair/eyes, medi- N o: 0906 515 7112 Box No: sured and expected. Tel No: 

U Box No: 380853 urn build, shy, likes animals, N/S, 382601 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 3818251 


Gay 
Seeking 

ESSSSSi =f 

tractive, big hearted, many interests, . ^r. relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

seeks male willing to take an inter- JACQUELINE 48, medium build, Box No: 3825671| 381691 0 


45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 


imals, music, sports, seeks kind, car¬ 
ing, sincere, mature male, 40 plus 
with similar interests. Tel No^0906 
515 7112 Box No: 381319 


est in me! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 I'kes nights in/out, seeks male, 40- DEREK country loving man'seeks 

a-amaa f*) RR fr»r frionHohin mot/ho mnm Tol J __ _ _ _ _ 


PAUL looking for someone for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 


RACHEL blonde brown eyed slim • 


Box No: 376593 1 


58 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
but feminine female, 32, likes win- KAZ 32yr old intellectual mixed race 3707471 
ing/dining, theatre, WLTM reliable female, likes gym, meals in/out, seeks B ' E verley 33 blonde hair ' blue 
male for diner dates and romanc- reliable, honest male^ 38^58yrs to ey es, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
'" g - I el N ° : ^ 906 515 7112 Box get to know for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 karaok e and meals out. Tel Nq: 0906 
No: 377531 1 7112 Box No: 376591 0 515 7112 Box No: 375217 1 


CANTERBURY male, 56, medium 515 7112 Box No: 379827 1 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


SSS 7 .S ?2% U o P x°No: 382353 ^ build ’ '.° vin9 ’ un “ ng ’ GS0H ’ MARTIN bi CD, 50’s, seeks similar 
m Anr w hiiw Vaned interests ’ seeks s||m - med| - f or f u n times. Can accommodate or 

BL ACK male, 58, medium build, um bui | d female, 24-42 for LTR. trave | Te , No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
likes sports, tv, cosy nights in, seeks Single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 ^ 374351 

female, 45-60 for love, romance cic 711 o b ox m 0 . 37 QR 73 0 ...T.-.r.:....?.!. 

and friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 —— •• ••• ••• : • •• • •• ••• • ^ . BI guy, looking for older gent, 50- 

7112 Box No: 382325 0 GRAHAM 51, stocky, tanned, go’s for discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 

OHAC, likes a laugh, seeks female 515 7112 Box No: 3729431 

for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: . 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 381215 * 


0906 SIS 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


Contact members by TEXT! 


Take a look at our members! 


If an advert has a | next to it then you can reply When you see a m symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile, 
and send it to 78850* 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 



ALAN experienced bi male, seeks 
similar guy or couple for friendship 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 379059 
LEN min 60’s, looking for active 
male, 55-65. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 377261 
EASYGOING guy congenial, 63, 
likes outdoors, books, seeks slim, 
quiet guy, N/S for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 377723 0 


Folowui 

OR 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065/09066 calls cost £1.53 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. 0333 numbers charged at standard network rates. Calls are recorded and may appear on your phone bill. TEXT*: SMS Chat service 18+ only: 65125/88300. 
After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1.50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. To stop text STOP to 65125. 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be 
MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. 18+ only: Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message sent. A minimum of Six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs goto www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. We reserve the right to contact individuals with promotional information. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. Ads from the Herts and surrounding area, ads may appear in other publications. WC 28 1211 
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HOMES 


To read this and other property , ^ - ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property bLog @ nOrn©SET.CO*Uk can scan this QR code 


MPs condemn planning-reform policy for 
putting development before environment 


PLANNING reforms put forward by the Govern¬ 
ment are biased in favour of property developers, 
according to a cross-party group of MPs. 

Proposals to overhaul existing policies on 
development bids put more emphasis on eco¬ 
nomic growth than the environment or society, 
according to the Communities And Local 
Government Committee. 

The committe MPs warned the current draft of 
the new rules risked the planning system being 


used to implement badly-thought-out or unsus¬ 
tainable development putting green spaces at risk. 

The draft National Planning Policy Frame¬ 
work (NPPF) reduces more than 1,000 pages of 
policy to just 52. It says the default answer to 
planning proposals is ‘yes’ - except where that 
would compromise sustainable development. 

But the MPs said sustainable development 
was not defined adequately and that clarity had 
been lost as the framework was made shorter. 


Angela hirsT 

-CHARTERED SURVEYORS- 



An equestrian holding of approx. 
9.2 acres with menage, 
barn and stables. 


RJCS 


0845 521 1980 
www.angela-hirst.com 




And conservation groups, including the Na¬ 
tional Trust, have raised fears the proposals could 
lead to a return to urban sprawl and damaging 
development. The body stated the report now put 
“irresistible pressure” on the Government. 

Clive Betts, committee chairman, said: “The way 
the framework is drafted currently gives the im¬ 
pression that greater emphasis should be given in 
planning decisions to economic growth. This 
undermines the equally important environmen¬ 
tal and social elements of the planning system. 

“As currently drafted, the ‘default yes’ to de¬ 
velopment also carries the risk of the planning 
system being used to implement unsustainable 
development. 

“As currently worded, the framework would 
introduce several ambiguities that are more like¬ 
ly to slow down the planning process.” 

Campaigner Matt Champion, who has been 



UNDER THREAT: Green spaces could be lost 

fighting to save an area of greenfield in a Norfolk 
village being turned into a lorry park, told Sky 
News that the plans did not support any of the 
benefits the Government had outlined. 

“I would like to say to the planning minister: 
‘You have talked about this policy being in 
support of housing, economic development and 
employment. This site is not supporting any of 
these things’.” 

The Government insists the shift to a focus on 
a “presumption in favour of sustainable develop¬ 
ment” is needed to boost growth and says the 
changes will give communities more say in their 
local area and protect the environment. 


Fewer house sales expected in the new year 


ASKING prices on newly-listed homes rose on 
average by 1.5 per cent in the year to December, 
the property website Rightmove has reported. 

And the most recent Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors report showed member 
estate agents reporting more homes unsold and 
on their books than at any time since the height 
of the property slump in December 2008. 

Rightmove forecast asking-prices to continue 


to rise slightly in 2012, predicting a 2 per cent 
increase over the course of the year, with prices 
reflecting shortage of new sellers and low 
interest rates, meaning fewer forced sales than 
expected in tough economic times. 

But the report added that, with inflation 
running high, asking prices were declining in real 
terms as Retail Prices Index inflation remains 
above 5 per cent. 
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If you’re buying or renting, make sure you visit homes24 today. With more properties, 
exclusive tools and features, homes24 will help you find your next local home. 


MAKE SURE YOU’VE CHECKED 


homesA.co.uk 

your local property portal 


IN PRINT 
ONLINE 
ON MOBILE 
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CHAPEL 

PLACE LIMITED 


Land Agents 



Front Ilrtvtiui 


Crowborough, East Sussex 
Guide Price £375,000 

Site with planning for a pair of 2/3 bed semi 
detached houses and a terrace of 4 x 3 bed 
houses to the rear with parking 



Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex 
£130,000 

Single plot with planning permission for a 
detached 4 bedroom property of 
approximately 1,750 sq ft 



JfeJI 




Sundridge, Kent 
£500,000-£600,000 

Grade II listed 7 bed Hall House requiring 
renovation with 1/2 acre garden - further 
3 acres of land available separately 


Ashington, West Sussex 
Offers ieo £135,000 

Existing property to be divided to create a 
separate dwelling comprising 1 bedroom, 

2 receptions, kitchen, bathroom and garden 


Berwick, East Sussex 
Guide Price £1 million 

17 acre site set in glorious countryside with 
planning permission for a detached property 
of approximately 8,500 sq ft 


Merry Christmas 



Wingham, Kent 
Offers Invited 

3.5 acre site with planning permission for a 
replacement dwelling surrounded by open 
countryside - further land available, if required 


Maidstone, Kent 
£235,000 

Single building plot with planning permission 
for a detached 4 bedroom house of 
approximately 2,500 sq ft 


Greatstone, Kent 
£150,000 

Single plot with planning permission for a 
contemporary detached 2/3 bedroom house 


with direct sea views 


And a Happy New Year 



* * 


•• / - • 






St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex 
Guide Price £250,000 

Site with planning for 5 new build apartments 
and 1 conversion in addition to the office space 
with further potential, subject to planning 


Rye, East Sussex 
Guide Price £475,000 

Site with planning pending for 4 units plus the 
retention of the existing detached house 
requiring complete refurbishment 


Lamberhurst Quarter, Kent 
Guide Price £200,000 

Bam with planning permission to convert to a 
3,000 sq ft residential dwelling set within 
grounds of 0.25 acres 


Petteridge, Kent 
£975,000 

Site with planning permission for three 
substantial detached houses available as a 
whole or individually (£350,000 each) 


01892 619289 info@chapelplacelimited.com www.chapelplacelimited.com 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817150 Fax us on 01303 817001 


CARPENTRY 


Caroentru 6t General Maintenance 


KITCHEN INSTALLATIONS 


PLANT AND TOOL HIRE 


ROOFING / GUTTERING 


• Doors hung • Sheds built 

• Renovation • Gates Mode 

• Kitchens/Bedrooms fitted 

No job too small 

40 years experienced professional 
0 reliable and trustworthy local tradesman 

• FR€€ estimates 

• FR€€ Advice 

J€FF FOREMAN 

01795 876379 
07810 245990 



DECORATING 


OSBORNE 

IMPROVEMENTS 

0800 652 8626 
Independant free number 

Free estimates & competitive rates 
osborne.improvements@gmail.com. 


Supported by the Prince's Trust 

For all your general painting 
and gardening needs 


DOUBLE GLAZING 




ELECTRICAL 


Mercer Electrica 

FariPRajhlms 
ficir eifra auduete ki isjwifi 

Nn |no km !re( 


No |OC) 
2«.ywr»e» 

24 hi* 


Tot OtftW 

Mot): 07917 30RI&4 


GENERAL BUILDING 



PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

• Windows • Building • Electrical • Gas 
• Drainage • Carpentry • Plumbing • 

• External Work • 

SPECIAL RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
Call for a FREE quote 01795 844789 
8am-8pm 7 DAYS A WEEK 


KITCHEN 


CC_ANDY shepherd^} 

~ DESIGNER LTD ~~ 
Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms 

• Kitchens 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

I® 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01 795 522733 

E-Mail 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 




•WANTED FOR 


£ CASH £ 


Ui I IMS. It VS lltl IliSA 
* 4VIS Mini MM WIIMUIT Mill. 

£ iw w.r.o« oimmion t mvsim:ri:i» 1 

i simi: immuminv sntiin:. t 

£ A <CC rvtnUrvsj £ 


07802 807877 


TTirn riTixm 


PLANNING AND DESIGN 


NIGEL SANDS 

- Planning & Building Regulations sought 

- New Homes - Residential Extensions 

- Loft Conversions - FREE initial Consultation 

Contact 

01795 425950 



Heaters from m " rt £g£00 

all prices subject to V.A. T 


01227 250051 
01795 423505 
01634 540027 
01622 320039 


PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 


E 


KF Heating 


YOUR LOCAL COMPANY 

Boiler upgrades, repairs, servicing 
& new installations 

Complete Central Heating Systems' 

No problem too big or too small 

FREE CALL OUT • FREE QUOTE 

Call 07792200363 


PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



' Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

* Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

* Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


REMOVALS 


\mmm\ 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



fOMMlNs 


Roofing & Building Co 

All roofing & building repairs - 
no job too small. 

All work fully guaranteed. 

Free quotations and advice 
Covering Medway and surrounding villages 

01634 222638 07956 305603 


ROOFING / GUTTERING 


SWIFTY 

ROOFLINE SERVICES 

Specialist in: 

uPVC Fascias Soffits & Guttering 
Bargeboards & Cladding 
Repointing 
Minor Roof Repairs 

Cleaned, Repaired, Maintained 
New installation 



Tel: 01892 822 256 
0208 123 1634 

WWW.SWIFTYSERVICES.CO.UK 



SKINNER’S SHEDS LTD 

Head Office Meld Road Bexhill East Sussex TN39 5JP 

www.skinner-sheds.co.uk 


LOG CABINS 


lANIUKKI 

■WWW 


Canterbury Road, 

Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LT 

01227 - 370985 

Montefiore Avenue, 
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8BW 

01843 - 592954 

/Hf|W k 

Main Road, Sundridge 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

01959 - 569259 

Maidstone Road, Paddock 
Wood Kent TN12 6QJ 

01892-838186 

Ham Street Village, 

Nr Brenzett, 

Nr Ashford 

01233-731044 

Garden Centre 

Canterbury Rd, Ashford 
Kent TN24 9JZ 

01233 - 628841 

vAf 

•CKTIItlPCN 

Station Road, Southfleet, 
Gravesend, Kent DA13 9PA 

01474-537719 

Appledore Road, Reading 
Street, Nr Tenterden TN30 7HT 

01233 - 758047 


FREE 100% PRESSURE TREATMENT 
FREE DELIVERY - FREE ERECTION 
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Hyundai 
keeps on 
improving 
with the 
latest i30 



Micra puts 
its quality 
down in 
black and 
white 


Drivin g 


carsforkent.co.uk 



REVISED: 

The changes 
to the A5 are 
all very 
restrained but 
make a 
significant 
difference 
to a driver’s 
enjoyment 
of the car 


Audi A5 facelift transforms 
long journeys into a real joy 


By Sam Davison 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

AUDI’S A5 has been a big hit for what is now 
the UK’s best-selling premium marque. 

Unlike BMW and its popular3-Series, Audi 
decided that the two-door coupe version of its 
A4 rival should have its own identity - the A 5 
Coupe launched in 2007 

Two years later, logic turned the next 
generation A4 Cabriolet into an A5 derivative 
instead, while Audi surprised the market with 
another all-new model, the five-door A5 
Sportback. 

Now all three have had a facelift, not that you 
would really notice on the outside. The 
cosmetics are actually restrained, probably 
because Audi didn’t want to undermine the 
residual values of earlier cars or the goodwill of 
owners who had just bought the ‘old’ version. 

To cut a long story short here, the front end 
looks a bit meaner - notably because the 
headlamps and Audi’s new trademark LED 
running lights have been remodelled - and the 
interior has been tweaked to make it even more 
user-friendly and I like the new round steering 
wheel boss, replacing the ugly trapezoidal one 
that echoed the car’s front grille. 


LO 

< 

Q 

D 
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Price: 

from £25,540 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 
BMW 3-Series 


Good sense has prevailed on the Sportback 
with the new offer of a five-seat option; it makes 
sense when many buyers of this version will be 
looking for maximum practicality/capacity. 

The big news however, is beneath the skin in 
the form of revamped powertrains and a 
reworked chassis. 

All engines now emit less C02 - up to 22 per 
cent - and that will be a big tax factor for 
company car drivers drawn to the 2.0TDI and 
the new 3.0TDI that replaces the old 2.7 unit. 

Worthy though these diesels are, many 
private buyer enthusiasts will be drawn to the 
model I chose to check out - the creamy 
209bhp 2.0 TFSI Ouattro (from £30,965). This 
turbocharged unit is a favourite from Audi, 
delivering smooth and responsive power 
economically - it can average around 40mpg. 
Coupled with the all-wheel drive Ouattro 
system, it gives the car nimbleness and 
dependability and underlines what a good all- 
rounder this A5 line-up is. 

The last point has been sharpened by chassis 
revisions, which have made the A5 more 
compliant and settled in the ride department 
without troubling its pin sharp accuracy on a 
winding road - perfect for a business executive 
with long distances to cover and enjoy. 


The new-look 
Avensis is out 
now and ready 
to impress us 


TOYOTA’S Latest evoLution 
of the Avensis is its most 
visuaLLy imposing so far, 
and a midLife makeover 
has done it no harm in 
the company car park 
status stakes. 

The fact that prices have 
been pegged or even cut, 
wiLL aLso catch the eye. 

The revised range of 
saLoons and estates, buiLt at 
the marque's uLtra-modern 
and Nol European pLant in 
Burnaston, Derbyshire, 
starts at £18,450. 

Cosmetic changes are 
actuaLLy minor, but 
surprisingLy effective in 
making the car Look more 
purprosefuL. 

Toyota aLso cLaims to 
have made the spacious 
cabin quieter and more 
comfortabLe too, though it 
was no sLouch there before. 

With company car 
user choosers making 
up the buLk of saLes though, 
a key point is revisions to 
the top-seLLing 2.0-Litre 
D-4D dieseL engine to 
deLiver Lower emissions 
and better fueL economy, 
so CO 2 LeveLs are now 
down to 119g/km bringing 


zero road tax in year one 
and £30 a year thereafter - 
absurdLy Low for a famiLy 
size car. 

Company user choosers 
wiLL aLso Like Toyota's 
decision to Launch its new 
Touch and Go PLus 
muLtimedia, navigation and 
information system - it 
comes as standard on 
fLagship T Spirit modeLs. 

Apart from sat nav and 
iPod/MP3 and Bluetooth 
connectivity, the system's 
6.1-inch touchscreen also 
contains the rear-view 
camera and connectivity to 
GoogLe Local Search, and 
offers many downloadable 
applications. 

Toyota believes the 
system has huge appeal to 
hard-working motorway¬ 
driving executives who need 
traffic information, email 
and texting, plus easy 
control of such features via 
voice recognition - useful 
for inputting sat nav 
addresses on the move. 

The slightly Less specc'd 
up Touch and Go appears 
as standard on all lesser 
modeLs apart from the T2 
entry trim. 
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14TH &15TH JANUARY 


NEWAVE01.2 LS 

£8,995* 

Includes: Cruise control, 
Air conditioning and 
CD player. 


FIVE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 


THE NEW AVEO 
LAUNCH WEEKEND 


Life is full of opportunities. Here’s one to grab with both hands. Whether you are looking for great 
specification, low emissions or superb fuel efficiency the New Aveo has it all. Visit us at our launch 
event on the 14th & 15th January to find out more. 

CALL 01304 827500 NOWTO PRE-BOOK A PRIORITY TEST DRIVE. 



CHEVROLET 

MAKE IT HAPPEN 



VOLT SPARK CRUZE ORLANDO CAPTIVA CAMARO 


*Price relates to Aveo 1.2 LS featuring metallic paint at an extra cost of £375. Available at participating Dealers only. Specification varies across the range. Image shown is an Aveo 1.4 LTZ, available at £11,195. Offer ends 31st March 2012.5 year warranty up to 100,000 miles, expires whichever occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet's 
standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer's warranty, and third year manufacturer's warranty with a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the vehicle has to be 
serviced in accordance with the manufacturer's servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations only. Models shown in the thumbnails are not all UK specification and therefore not currently available in the UK. Vehicles currently available in the UK are Spark, New Aveo, Cruze, Orlando, Captiva and Corvette. For more 
information visit www.chevrolet.co.uk. Price correct at time of press. Calls may be recorded and monitored for training purposes. 


Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Aveo range: Urban - 31.4 (9.0) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban - 52.3 (5.4) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined - 41.5 (6.8) 
- 78.4 (3.6). C0 2 emissions 159 - 95g/l<m. 


CANNON STREET 
CAR SALES 


Cannon Street, Deal, Kent CT14 6QA - 01304 372872 OR 07779 511016 


2003 (03) MERCEDES c220 TURBO DIESEL 2 door coupe, burgundy red, with all uaual extra Mecedes build quality 
with leather interior 2196cc with automatic transmission. £3,795 

2002 (02) SEAT ALHAMBRA TURBO DIESEL SE 5 door MPV Estate MPV Estate 2 owners from new with a 1897cc 

turbo diesel engine with manual transmission. £3,295 

2003 (53) VOLKSWAGON POLO S 5door hatchback, metallic grey, 2 lady owners, from new with service history, 

nice example with a 1198cc petrol engine and manual transmission. £2,695 

2001 (Y) LANDROVER FREELANDER ES with all usual extras, well serviced vehicle with leather interior, 1798cc petrol 

engine with manual transmission. £2,195 

2001 (Y) SAAB 9-3 SE Turbo Convertible black 2 owners from new with a host of extra’s including leather interior 
and electric roof 1985cc petrol engine with manual transmission . £1,895 

2001 (51) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA ‘COMFORT’ blue, 5 door MPV with all usual extras, very useful mpv with a 1796cc 

petrol engine with manual transmission, 7 seater version . £1,795 

2003 (03) FORD FIESTA FINESSE 5 door hatchback, metallic silver with all the usual extras, service history, part 
exchange to clear with a 1242cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £1,695 

2002 (02) CITROEN XSARA PICASSO SX 5 Valve door estate car with all usual extra’s and service history, nice 

example with a 1587cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £1,695 

2001 (Y) VOLVO S80 4 door saloon, metallic grey, nicely presented with all the usual extras including leather interior 

and alloy wheels with full service history, 2400cc petrol engine with automatic transmission . £1,695 

2002 (02) RENAULT MEGANE COUPE Privilage Plus, metallic silver with all the usual extras including leather interior 

and alloy wheels and service history, 1598cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £1,395 

2001 (51) PEUGEOT 206 LX 5 door hatchback, metallic green, with all the usual extras and service history, 1360cc 
petrol engine with manual transmission. £1,295 

USED CARS WANTED FOR CASH 


2004 (04) SKODA FABIA “CLASSIC” AUTOMATIC 5 door hatchback with service history, part exchange to clear with 

a 1390cc petrol engine with automatic transmission. £1,295 

1999 (T) MERCEDES Cl 80 ELEGANCE 4 door saloon, blue nice example with all usual extras, part exchange to clear 

.£1,295 

2003 (53) SKODA FABIA CLASIC Turbo Diesel blue 5 door estate car 2 lady owners from new with all usual extra’s 

1422cc turbo diesel engine with Manual Tranmission. £1,195 

2001 (Y) CITROEN XSARA LX metallic blue, 5 door hatchback with service history and all usual extras, nice example 

with a 1597cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £1,095 

1999 (V) FORD GALAXY MPV 5 door estate, metallic silver, usual top of the range extras, multi purpose MPV with a 
2300cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £995 

1998 (S) FORD MONDEO TURBO DIESEL 5 door Ghia estate car, metallic brown, 2 owners from new, with all usual 

extras, 1896cc turbo diesel engine with manual transmission. £895 

1999 (T) MGF CONVERTIBLE metallic blue, with all usual extras, part exchange to clear, with a 1597cc petrol engine 

with manual transmission. £895 

1999 (V) PEUGEOT 306 LX 5door estate car, metallic blue, with all the usual extras, part exchange to clear with a 

1597cc petrol engine with automatic transmission. £795 

1997 (P) ROVER 220 TURBO DIESEL metallic purple, 5 door hatchback, 2 owners from new with service history, nice 

lower than average mileage example with a 1994cc turbo diesel engine with manual transmission. £795 

1999 (V) SKODA OCTAVIA SLXi AUTOMATIC 5 door hatchback with all usual extras, part exchange to clear with a 

1984cc petrol engine with automatic transmission. £595 

1997 (R) FIAT MAREA HLX 4 door saloon metallic beige with all usual extra’s lower than average mileage, example, 
part exchange to clear, 1998cc petrol engine with manual transmission. £495 

Cars under... £500 available 


Full workshop facilities and warranty backup where applicable 

01304 372872 • 07779 511016 
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Micra embraces the black-and-white era 


_ j j 

CARS, VANS St MOTORCYCLES 
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What are 
winter tyres? 

Winter tyres are specially 
designed to grip in the ice 
and snow. They're perfect 
for the depths of a British 
winter, European skiing 
trips, or countries where 
it's law to use them. 
Narrower than normal 
road tyres, winter tyres 
can be fitted on to a new 
or used set of steel or 
alloy wheels. You fit the 
winter wheels and tyres 
to your vehicle in the 
winter and change back to 
your normal wheels in the 
summer. 


Why should I fit 
winter tyres? 

You don't have to use 
winter tyres by law in the 
UK, but you do in certain 
European countries. For 
icy and snowy conditions 
winter tyres are far safer - 
they give far more grip 
than the wider rubber 
your vehicle comes with. 
Winter tyres will keep you 
moving when your normal 
tyres will be skidding and 
sliding. Kerbing your 
wheels will be a thing of 
the past. 


Will they fit 
my vehicle? 

Yes. We stock winter tyre 
and wheel sets for all 
makes of Family Hatch - 
Saloon - Sports Car - MPV 
4x4 & Commercial. We are 
highly knowledgeable on 
recommended downsizing 
to any vehicle. 

All of our packages follow 
manufactures 
recommendations and 
databases used world 
wide by tyre and wheel 
manufactures and 
suppliers 


BLACK and white are the motor marketing 
people’s favourite colours at the moment, so 
Nissan is not alone in offering special versions of 
the Micra in those two tones. 

But it isn’t just a cosmetic exercise in the case 
of the Micra Kuro and Shiro - black and white 
respectively in Japanese - because, while based 
on the popular mid-grade Acenta specification, 
these special versions offer a lot more for a 
starting price of £11,550. 

For a start, they have two specific changes to 
Acenta versions: an ivory-effect dashboard and 
lighter seat trim. And there is extra kit, including 
parking sensors, heated front seats and climate 


control. An integrated sat-nav system is 
available for £400 and each Kuro and Shiro is 
highlighted by a name badge on the tailgate. 

Both normal Micra petrol engines and 
transmissions are available: the 1.2-litre 
normally-aspirated unit or the impressive 
new supercharged DIG-S version of the same 
engine, and with manual or CVT automatic 
transmissions. 

In our recent review of the DIG-S, we 
gave it top marks for offering diesel-style 
lowdown pulling power with economy, plus 
the nimbleness that comes with petrol units in 
smaller cars. 


MGOliSM ©AK] Q ©HU UDQHKH1? 

www.b*itiyalk>ysxo«iik 

37 Mill Road Sturry CT20AR - 01227 713886 
37A Newington Road Ramsgate CT126EJ - 01843 595584 
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Winter wheel and tyre sets start from £250 
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Book a test drive today 

Baileys Canterbury 

Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel: 0844 858 4108 

www.baileys.nissan.co.uk 

Opening hours 9.00-5.30 Monday to Friday, 9.00-5.30 Saturday and 10.00-4.00 Sunday 


Fuel economy figures for the X-TRAIL 2.0 dCi ACENTA 5 DOOR mpg (L/IOOkm). Urban - 36.2 (7.8), Extra Urban - 51.4 (5.5), Combined - 44.1 (6.4), CO 2 emissions 168 g/km. 
PATHFINDER 2.5 dCi TEKNA 5 DOOR Urban - 26.2 (10.8), Extra Urban - 38.7 (7.3), Combined - 33.2 (8.5), CO 2 emissions 224 g/km. NAVARA 2.5 dCi ACENTA K/CAB 2 DOOR 
Urban - 26.4 (10.7), Extra Urban - 39.2 (7.2), Combined - 33.2 (8.5), CO 2 emissions 224 g/km. 

Offers valid until 31 December 2011 at participating dealers only. Finance is available subject to status on eligible new vehicles in the UK. 0% Offer available on Hire Purchase only. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford 
WD17 1FJ. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply. 3 years free servicing available on new Micra and NOTE and low cost servicing is available on other models. Not available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers, please visit www.nissan- 
offers.co.uk or your local dealer for information. Breakdown services provided by RAC Motoring Services and/or RAC Insurance Ltd. All prices include first registration fee and road fund licence. Information correct at time of going to print. Any models shown are for illustration purposes only and subject 
to availability. X-TRAIL shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. Pathfinder shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. NAVARA shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 

Adamsons of Deal & Dover 


SKODA 


I 


tUilli 



0% VAT* 

0% APR 
representative* 

when you buy with 
SKODA Finance 


♦Reduction equivalent to 20% VAT applied to original base price including factory fitted optional extras available on selected petrol stock vehicles of Fabia, Roomster and Octavia models when purchased with 
SKODA Finance. New retail stock orders only. VAT is still applicable and will appear on the invoice. t0% APR representative. Minimum 50% deposit required over 2 years. Indemnities may be required, subject 
to status. Over 18s in the UK only. Excludes the Channel Islands. Participating retailers only. Subject to availability for registrations and deliveries before 30th November 2011. SKODA Finance, Freepost SKODA 
Finance. Terms and conditions apply. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Model 
shown varies from UK specification. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C02 emissions for the Skoda range 237 - 89g/km. 


USED CARS 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 (70 BHP) 5-Dr Hatchback 

Silver hatchback, 6,900 miles t8,995 

* 08 Plate. Skoda Fabia 2 1.4 16v (85 BHP) 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Satin Grey Metallic, 27,000 miles. t6,995 

* 08 Plate. Skoda Fabia 2 1.2 HTP 12v (70BHP) 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Metallic Satin Grey, 28,900 miles*, Manual, Petrol. t6,995 

* 10 Plate. Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR vRS 5-Dr 

Black Magic Metallic, Manual, Diesel with multi-colour 
velour-leather interior, 20,500 miles. tl4,995 

* 09 Plate. Skoda Fabia 11.2 HTP 16v (60 BHP) 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Satin Grey Metallic, 12,400 miles. t6,495 

* 05 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 HTP (54 BHP) Classic 5-Dr 
Hatchabck 

Blue Storm Metallic, 39,000 miles t3,995 

* 58 Skoda Roomster L3 
Diesel. t7,995 

* 60 Skoda Yeti SE TDi 4+4 170bhp dsg 118,995 

* 05 Plate. Skoda Octavia 2.0 FSI Elegance 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Metallic Graphite Grey, 48,700 miles, Manual, Petrol. t4,995 
♦Correct at time of going to press. 


08 Plate. Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance (170 BHP) 
5-Dr Hatchback 

Metallic Steel Grey, 14,500 miles, Manual, Diesel. tl5,995 
07 Plate. Skoda Superb 1.9 TDI PD 100 Classic 4-Dr Saloon 


Supi 

Metallic Brilliant Silver, 38,700 miles, manual, diesel. t 8,995 

58 Skoda Roomster 1.6 Automatic 

Silver, Air Con, Electric Front Windows, Remote Locking, 
22,000 miles, FSH. 1 : 6,995 

08 Skoda Fabia 3 1.6 16v (105 BHP) 5-Dr Estate 

Brilliant Silver Metallic, 38,517 miles, Automatic 1 : 7,995 


Car of the Week 

* 59 Volvo C70 Coupe Convertible 

12,000 miles, Diesel, Blue Metallic, Ivory Leather, 

1 owner, Every conceivable extra, L 30,000 new. 

Only 1:15,995 
OTHER MAKES 

* 11 Toyota Verso-S 1.33 VVT-i T Sprit 5-Dr 

Blue Metallic, 4,900 miles, autoclutch tl2 


Demo Cars 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 SE Hatchback 
1:8,995 ex demo 

* 10 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI SE 12v Hatchback 
1:8,995 ex demo 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia Auto 1.4 TSI VRS 5-Dr 
Hatchback 1:12,995 ex demo 


09 Plate. SUSUKI SX4 1.6 SZ4 4-Dr, Saloon 

Red Metallic, 39,000 miles Only 1:5,995 

Taxi plan available - from the manufacturer of happy drivers 


09 Nissan Micra DCi 

fsh. 1:6,995 

03 Ford Fiesta LX Auto 

fsh, 25,000 miles. t3,995 

03 Vauxhall Astra Convertible 

fsh. 1:3,995 

04 Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Design 5-Dr Hatchback 

Metallic star silver, 35,000 miles. 1:2,995 

06 Plate. Fiat Grande Punto 1.3 16v Multijet 90 
Dynamic 3-Dr Metallic Green, 44,500 miles, Manual, 
Diesel. 1:4,495 

03 Plate. Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTL-i T Sport 5-Dr 

Silver Steel Metallic, 69,000 miles. 1:4,495 


Motab lity Motability available on selected vehicles -no advance payment • Motability 


Servicing 
from only 

1:99 


Tyres 
from only 

129 


Cambelts 
from only 

1:299 


Exhausts 

and 

Batteries 


We work on 
ALL Makes 
and Models 



Adamsons of Deal and Dover 

137a Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent Tel: 01304 381 300 

A family run business serving the area since 1975 www.adamsons-skoda.co.uk 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), 

Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Skoda range 237 - 89g/km. 


Click online for a new 

Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 


© I Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuatim^. 

^ Search for your local 
\S7 car dealer 

© Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 

® Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 




ARCHANT ? KOS MEDIA 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

i The smart way to find your next car 


www.kentnews.co.uk 



1000s of Kent cars 
for sale online 24-7 


© Check out the prices 
of new and used car 
valuations 

^ Search for your 

local car dealer 



Find the latest car 
reviews and test 
drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote 
and calculate your 
repayments 


Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where 
you can search through 1,000s of 
cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, 
location map and seller’s details, plus 
road tests and a finance calculator to 
work out monthly payments. 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find your next car 

ARCHANT j KOS MEDIA 
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www.perrys.co.uk 


* Event Now On! 


10 60VAUXHALLZAFIRA1.9 
CDTISRIXP LEATHER F&R 
SENSORS5DR 

Black, 7,303 miles. Was £14995 

Save once Save twice 

£500 £250 




Selected used cars have been reduced 
in our Double Discount Event to give 
you a great saving 


Now Only £14245 


08 58VAUXH ALL ASTRA 
1.6116V LIFE [115] 5DR [AC] 

Silver Light, 12,500 miles, Was £6,768 

Save once' Save twice" 


09 09 PEUGEOT 
2071.4 S 
5DRAC ' 

Black, 

13,500 miles. 

Was £7495 


5 

E 


a 

10 

FF 

Now Only £6168 


1160 VAUXH ALL 
MERIVA1.7CDTI SE130 

Star Silver, 7,000 miles. Was £11995 

Save once 


£400 


50% 


Save twice" 

£200 


We’ve then taken a further 50% off the 
original savingto give you the Double 
Discount. It's easy and it's exclusive to Perrys. 


Now Only £11395* 


09 59KIACEED 
1.625DRAUTO 

Silver, 21,230 miles. Was £7,651 


iMTlOFF 

Save once* Save twice" 

Now Only £7045 £300 £150 


Save once 

£300 


Save twice" 

£150 


Now Only £7201 


The easiest way to 
view our used car 
stock at Perrys. 

Use the QR Reader 
on your smartphone 
to scan this code 
and view our used 
car stock. 


www. PERRYS -co.uk 


Perrys of Dover 

Honeywood Parkway, 

White Cliffs Business Park, 
Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 3PT 


Perrys of Broadstairs 

Westwood Road, 
Broadstairs, 

Kent, CT102NP 


Perrys of Canterbury 

Island Road, Sturry, 
Canterbury, 

Kent, CT20EZ 


www.perrys.co.uk/dover 


www.perrys.co.uk/broadstairs-vauxhallwww.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. The above cars have been offered at the was price for a minimum of 5 days prior to this advertisement. A Now only price after double discount. 
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Kent’s James Tredwell was named in England’s squad for the Cricket World 
Cup. The 29-year-old spinner went on to take 4 for 48 on his debut against 
West Indies, going on to play in the quarter-final defeat against Sri Lanka 
I 


Former Sittingbourne midfielder Andy Drury completed a dream deadline day 
move from Luton Town to Ipswich Town. The Tractorboys fought off two other 
Championship clubs to win the race for the 27-year-old’s signature 


Canterbury ladies’ bid to win the Women’s Premier Division hockey title came 
unstuck in the final weeks of the season. Nick Clark’s side faltered in defeats 
against Reading and Leicester, eventually finishing two points off the pace 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


JANUARY 


■ TEENAGE Sunday league players were threat¬ 
ened with life bans after posting threatening 
messages to opponents on Facebook. 

The Kent Youth League (KYL), which has 155 
teams from from under-13s up to under-18s, 
was alerted by a parent of one of the recipients. 

Colin Boswell, chief executive at the KYL, said: 
“We take matters like this very seriously and I 
think this sort of thing needs to be nipped in the 
bud quite quickly.” 

The entire league was reminded of internet 
policies, but after investigating two clubs no for¬ 
mal sanctions were made. 

■ A RUGBY Football Union (RFU) disciplinary 
hearing hit Maidstone RFC with a 50-point pen¬ 
alty and £2,000 fine for an eye-gouge incident 
which blinded Gravesend’s Clarence Harding in 
one eye. 

In what is likely to be seen as a test case, the 
club were found guilty of conduct prejudicial to 
the interests of the union and/or the game fol¬ 
lowing the injury in a Kent Cup fixture in 2010. 

Maidstone, who maintained Harding had 
been the victim of a tragic accident rather than 
a deliberate act, felt the RFU had ignored key 
medical evidence. They initially appealed before 
later withdrawing it, which condemned the first 
XV to relegation from London 2 South East. 


FEBRUARY 


■ GILLINGHAM youth coach Darren Hare ad¬ 
mitted he was lucky to be alive after watching 
himself undergo emergency heart surgery. 

The 43-year-old suffered a heart attack short¬ 
ly after returning from a scouting trip. 

He said: “The next thing I knew I woke up 
on the floor, I knew I had to wake my wife up 
so I crawled upstairs and by that stage the chest 
pains had kicked in.” 

Hare was conscious during the operation and 
although he suffered a second attack after re¬ 
turning home, returned to work in the summer. 

■ KRISTIAN House ( 1 ) made a stunning start to 
his season by winning the Tour of South Africa. 

The former national road racing champion 
from Canterbury attacked on the first stage of 
the week-long event and was still in the yellow 
jersey at the finish near Cape Town. 

The 31-year-old Rapha Condor Sharp rider 
put the victory among his best: “It’s definitely 
up there with them - in the context of when it 
was in the year and the way we won it; riding 
from start to finish in the yellow jersey was most 
rewarding.” 


MARCH 


■ BOXING (2) was held at Medway Park for the 
first time, with more than 1,000 spectators flock¬ 
ing to watch a bill packed with Kent fighters. 

The highlight was Chatham heavyweight 
Tom Dallas, who delighted his fans by knocking 
out Hungarian Gabor Farkas in the third round. 

The fight night was effectively a dress rehears¬ 
al for a higher profile event screened live on Sky 
television in May, promoted by Frank Maloney. 
Chislehurst’s Sam Webb topped the bill, perfo¬ 
rating an ear drum in an epic, but ultimately 
unsuccessful, defence of his British light middle¬ 
weight title against Prince Arron. 

■ CATHERINE Spencer described her decision to 
retire from all rugby as “a natural handover” in 
the wake of England women’s fifth straight Six 
Nations title. 


The 31-year-old played on the international 
stage for seven years, spending three as captain. 

The former Folkestone player said: “It’s nice 
to be able to sit back and feel proud of what I’ve 
achieved, as an individual and as part of the 
team. When you’re in that bubble, playing for 
your country becomes normal life, but now I can 
step back from it all.” 

The retirement only lasted until September, 
when Spencer joined Aylesford Bulls ladies. 


■ LESS than a year after surviving a life-threat¬ 
ening crash, Mike Conway stood on the top step 
of an IndyCar podium for the first time in only 
his third race back. 

The 2 7-year-old from Sevenoaks climbed from 
21st place to take the honours at the Grand Prix 
of Long Beach in California. 

It completed a remarkable return for Conway, 
whose career was in doubt 11 months earlier 
when he crashed at 220mph in the Indy 500. 

He said: “There’s been a lot of hard work done 
and all that’s paying off. It’s great to be able to 
enjoy it this early and cement my place in the 
team. They put a lot of faith in me so this was a 
big thank you to them. ” 

■ THE redeveloped St Lawrence Ground (3) 
opened its gates for the first time as Kent welcomed 
Gloucestershire in the County Championship. 

Despite a freezing winter which held up con¬ 
struction, the first phase of the £8.2 million 
project was largely completed for the game. 

The refurbished pavilion and Les Ames Stand 
remained out of bounds until the following 
month, but it still represented a transformation 
of the club’s headquarters. 

Jamie Clifford, Kent’s chief executive, said: 
“The message is to bear with us. It’s the most 
significant change in infrastructure that Kent 
cricket has had ever. There will be teething prob¬ 
lems, but we will get them right.” 


MAY 


■ THE climax to the football season produced 
drama for supporters of Ebbsfleet United and 

Tonbridge Angels (4). 

The pair clinched promotion via play-off fi n als 
at the end of a long season. Ebbsfleet beat Farn- 
borough 4-2 to secure an immediate return to 
the Conference Premier, while the Angels did it 
the hard way in the Ryman Premier Division. 

More than 2,400 fans flocked to Longmead 
for the nerve-shredding final against Lowestoft 
Town. The Angels built a 3-1 lead but were 
pegged back, before Lewis Taylor scored a fa¬ 
mous goal to make it 4-3. 

Elsewhere Gillingham’s (5) season ended in 
disappointment as a 3-1 defeat at League Two 
champions Chesterfield on the final day saw the 
side miss out on the play-offs on goal difference. 

■ AFTER spending years battling against and 
overcoming depression and an eating disorder, 
Naomi Cavaday retired from professional tennis 
to focus on raising awareness of the issues for 
young athletes. 

Although keen to point out a full recovery had 
been made from both, the 22-year-old from Sid- 
cup felt stepping down was the right move. 

She said:“I recognised I wasn’t happy doing 
it, with the amount of travel and the stress and 
pressure. It’s difficult to deal with at the best of 
times and when you’re struggling within your¬ 
self it exaggerates everything.” 

Cavaday was later named as an ambassador 
for Beat, an eating disorder charity. 


JUNE 


■ A SLOW start to the season prompted Kent to 
dip into the overseas market to recruit two play¬ 
ers for the Friends Life t20. 

South Africa’s Chari Langeveldt and Wahab 
Riaz from Pakistan arrived in a bid to boost 
crowds for home games. 

George Kennedy, Kent’s chairman, said: “I 
think we have to be realistic as well and say if we 
want people to really follow the club and watch 
us we have to have the right players on the pitch 
as well. ” 

Kent reached the quarter-finals, where they 


were knocked out by Leicestershire. 

■ ANDY Smith stunned seasoned tour profes¬ 
sionals by securing a place at The Open Champi¬ 
onship with a victory in Local Final Qualifying. 

Injuries had seen the 26-year-old from Maid¬ 
stone lose motivation and he had virtually no 
preparation. Using a set of borrowed clubs he 
won the event at Littlestone, booking a place at 
Royal St George’s in July. 

He said: “I had lost all my sponsors after miss¬ 
ing so much time last year and just couldn’t be 
bothered with playing anymore. I only thought 
I’d have a go because it was in Kent. 

“I know it’s a cliche but it’s a dream come true. 
It’s been a surreal couple of days.” 



DECEMBER 

i 

A1-0 win at Leyton Orient earned Gillingham a lucrative tie against Stoke City 
in the FA Cup third round. The prospect of ex-manager Tony Pulis returning to 
Priestfield in charge of the Potters set up a likely sell-out on January 7 


< NOVEMBER 

Azhar Mahmood ended specualtion about his future by penning a new contract 
at Kent. The experienced ex-Pakistan all-rounder agreed a two-year deal 
shortly before Michael Powell became the club’s first new signing of the winter 


OCTOBER 

After a superb start to the season with Dartford, Charlie Sheringham moved to 
League One side Bournemouth. The striker, son of former England and Man¬ 
chester United star Teddy, moved for an initial fee reportedly worth £25,000 
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Medway Park Crusaders clinched a dramatic victory in the English Basketball 
League Division Two play-off final with a 75-72 success against Westminster 
Warriors. The club went on to move up to Division One for the first time 
I 


Hundreds of Aylesford Bulls supporters made the trip to Twickenham to watch 
their club in the Intermediate Cup final. The side’s 15-game winning streak 
came to an end with a narrow 16-10 defeat to Stoke on Trent 


Tom Dallas’ unbeaten professional record came to a shuddering end as he 
was knocked out in the second round by David Price. The 26-year-old Chatham 
heavyweight only had four days’ notice, stepping in for the ill John McDermott 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 



JULY 


■ THE eyes of the golfing world were on Sand¬ 
wich as Royal St George’s hosted the 140th 
Open Championship. 

More than 180,000 people attended the 
tournament, where Northern Ireland’s Darren 
Clarke (6) became the first British player to lift 
the Claret Jug in 12 years. 

While the finale lacked the final day drama 
of previous Opens in Sandwich, it was a hugely 
popular but unexpected triumph for the 42-year- 
old, who many suspected had passed his peak. 

He said: “There’s times I’ve been completely 


and utterly fed up with the game. But friends 
and family and [manager] Chubby [Chandler] 
say ‘get out there and practice and keep going’ 
and that’s why I’m sitting here now.” 

American duo Phil Mickelson and Dustin 
Johnson finished three shots back in a share of 
second place. 

■ GILLINGHAM’S preparations for the season 
were thrown into disarray as new signing Adam 
Birchall (7) suffered a serious knee injury in a 
pre-season friendly at Welling United. 

The striker, who had only joined from Dover 
Athletic earlier in the month, required surgery 
after landing awkwardly. 

Birchall attempted to remain upbeat following 


the news he would be out for several months. 

He said: “I’m going to be there all the time and 
want to help the team in any way I can. I was des¬ 
perate to sign here and I’m so grateful to be here.” 


AUGUST 


■ VICTORY at Snetterton left Motorbase driver 
Mat Jackson (8) top of the British Touring Car 
Championship (BTCC) with four rounds left. 

Catapulting the privateers from Wrotham into 
the limelight, it took Jackson clear of rivals with 
bigger budgets and dreaming of the overall title. 

Team owner Dave Bartrum said: “I’m a very 
proud man, my team is leading the champion¬ 
ship for the first time and it is a fantastic testa¬ 
ment to all the hard work of everyone involved 
and the ever determined Mat Jackson.” 

It turned out to be only a brief moment of 
glory, as their challenge faltered in the closing 
weeks of the season. 

■ A TACTICAL error led to Lisa Dobriskey’s 
shock elimination in the heats of the 1,500 me¬ 
tres at the World Athletics Championships. 

The Ashford athlete looked to have regained 
full fitness shortly before heading to Daegu, 
South Korea, but an ill-advised move on the fi¬ 
nal lap left Dobriskey, who won a silver medal at 
the championships two years earlier, overtaken 
in the home straight. 

She said: “I thought I was coping well with it 
[the injury] but obviously not. I’m very disap¬ 
pointed.” 

Maidstone’s Jack Green reached the semi-fi¬ 
nals of the 400 metres hurdles in his first major 
senior international championships. 


SEPTEMBER 


■ KAREN Stupples helped Europe to a memorable 
Solheim Cup victory but was denied a role on the 
final day’s play due to an injury to her opponent. 

The golfer from Deal was scheduled to play 
Cristie Kerr in the potentially pivotal final singles 
match, but the American pulled out with a wrist 
problem before the start, conceding the point. 

Stupples, who lost her other two matches at 
Killeen Castle in Ireland, said: “If she hadn’t been 
injured, I know she would have given it a good 
crack, too. I’m gutted, but that’s how it is.” 

Europe won the trophy 15-13, their first vic¬ 
tory since 2003. 

■ THE end of a poor season at Kent was swiftly 
followed by a turbulent start to the winter with 
the exit of three key figures. 

Director of cricket Paul Farbrace left with a 
year still to run on his contract, opener Joe Den- 
ly signed for Middlesex and Martin van Jaarsveld 
joined Leicestershire. 

Farbrace said: “I have enjoyed working with 
the group of players and wish them well. I am 
now looking forward to the future and I will al¬ 
ways have good memories of my time at Kent.” 

Van Jaarsveld went on to change his mind in 
November, opting to retire from county cricket. 


OCTOBER 


■ BRANDS Hatch had the privilege of staging 
a spectacular finish to the British Superbike 
Championship which saw the title race decided 
by a fraction of a second. 

The season-long battle between Tommy Hill 
(9) and John Hopkins came down to the last lap 
of the final race. Glory hung in the balance as the 
pair switched positions five times, before Becken- 
ham-born Hill finished 0.006 seconds ahead. 


He said: “When I crossed the line I reckoned 
I’d won but then I saw John put his arm up and I 
thought ‘oh no’. It was only after I saw the mar¬ 
shals and the crowd that I knew I’d got it.” 

■ THE cricketing world united to pay tribute to 
former Kent and England star Graham Dilley, 
who died from cancer aged just 52. 

A talented swing bowler, the Dartford-born 
cricketer made his debut for Kent aged 18 and 
despite suffering an injury-hit career went on to 
play 41 Tests for England. After his playing ca¬ 
reer Dilley went into coaching with the national 
side, before taking up a position at Loughbor¬ 
ough University. 

The news was completely unexpected and 
shocked the sport’s biggest names. 

Kevin Pietersen’s tribute on Twitter was typi¬ 
cal: “What an amazing guy Graham Dilley was 
- always smiling and always helping spread his 
knowledge about our great game. A sad day.” 


NOVEMBER 


■ A SELFLESS act of sportsmanship saw Canter¬ 
bury City deliberately concede a goal in a cup tie 
at Fisher. 

The officials failed to spot a legitimate goal 
from Fisher, with the ball passing through a hole 
in the back of the net. City boss Paul Murray de¬ 
fused the tension by instructing his side to allow 
Fisher to score in the 4-4 draw. 

He said: “It would’ve been easy for me to sit 
down in the dug-out and not say anything but it 
would have spoiled a really good game. 

“I’ve never had so many drinks offered to me 
in the bar after a game, Fisher were fantastic.” 

■ LEON Camier revealed he had turned down 
a chance to ride in MotoGP next season as he 
sought to take care of unfinished business in the 
World Superbike Championship (WSB). 

The Ashford rider finished his second season 
in WSB seventh in the standings. Several offers 
were on the table for 2012, including a spot in 
MotoGP, but Camier opted to join Crescent Su¬ 
zuki as he looks to become a contender in WSB. 

He said: “I have still got business I need to at¬ 
tend to in World Superbikes. The last two years 
haven’t gone how I wanted them to.” 


DECEMBER 


■ A DISTANCE runner became one of the first 
British athletes to be guaranteed a place at the 
London Olympics next summer. 

Blackheath & Bromley Harriers’ Scott Overall 
( 10 ) was selected after running the qualification 
time in his first competitive marathon in Sep¬ 
tember. The 2 8-year-old only decided to switch 
from the 5,000 metres in May and admitted the 
thought of competing at the Games would take a 
while to get used to. 

He said: “I don’t think it will really sink in un¬ 
til a lot closer to the time, the Olympics is the big¬ 
gest sporting arena for an athlete so to be a part 
of it will be brilliant.” 

■ BENN Barham’s hopes of regaining a full Eu¬ 
ropean Tour card were dashed as he faded in the 
final stage of Qualifying School. 

The 3 5-year-old was derailed by shooting sev¬ 
en-over-par in the penultimate round. 

It was a heartbreaking finish for Barham, who 
missed the start of the year as he recovered from 
having a kidney containing a tumour removed. 

It means the 35-year-old will play the major¬ 
ity of his golf on the Challenge Tour in 2012. 

The Tenterden golfer said: “I was absolutely 
gutted, I won’t lie. I’ve got a great family around 
me but golf pays the bills, so it’s tough to take.” 


•••<. SEPTEMBER . 

i 

A run of one win in eight games saw Martin Hayes sacked as Dover Athletic 
manager. The former Arsenal player led the Whites to the FA Cup third round 
in January, but a slow start to the season saw him replaced by Nicky Forster 


<. AUGUST . 

Tom Bosworth admitted he had stunned himself after setting a new national 
record for the five-kilometre walk at the UK championships. The 21-year-old 
from Sevenoaks’ performance broke a mark which had stood for 22 years 


■<. JULY . 

Nepal became the latest nation to agree a deal to send athletes to the county 
for training camps in the run-up to the London Olympics. After touring Kent, 
the country’s Paralympic committee opted to be based around Canterbury 
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Finance 
made flexiD 



m Choose your car 

Select any new Vauxhall.* 


Choose your deposit 

Any deposit. We’ll give you at 
least £500 to get you started.** 


Choose your term 

From 24 to 60 months and you 
own the car at the end of the term. 


PLUS Lifetime warranty 

Lifetime 100,000 mile warranty. 1 " 
First registered owner. 



Corsa S I.Oi 12v ecoFLEX 

for just £165 per month 

over 60 months with £165 Customer deposit" 



Corsa LE 1.2i 16v VVT 

for just £210 per month 

over 60 months with £210 Customer deposit" 



Astra Exclusiv 1.4i 16v VVT (100PS) 

for just £239 per month 

over 60 months with £239 Customer deposit" 


LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


A warranty could now last a lifetime 



Insignia Exclusiv 1.8i 16v VVT 

for just £290 per month 

over 60 months with £290 Customer deposit" 


Perrys of Canterbury 
Island Road 
Sturry 
Canterbury 
CT2 0EZ 

01227 710333 

www.perrys.co.uk/vauxhall 


Perrys Broadstairs 
Westwood Road 
Broadstairs 
Kent 

CT10 2NP 

01843 600777 

www.perrys.co.uk/vauxhall 


Perrys Dover 
Honeywood Parkway 
White Cliffs Business Park 
Whitfield 
CT16 3PT 

01304 827500 

www.perrys.co.uk/vauxhall 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 
14.4 (19.6)-67.3 (4.2), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3)-91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7)-80.7 (3.5). C0 2 emissions: 324-94g/km. 

*Not available on Expression, ES, ES Tech & Tech Line models. **Finance Deposit Allowance not available on Astra GTC. Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Finance is subject to status, terms and 
conditions. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations before 2 April 2012. tVauxhall 
Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. A Customer deposit shown after deduction of Vauxhall contribution. 








